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PREFACE. 



The general design of these pages will be sufficiently 
clear to the reader, when he has perused the introductory 
chapter. In writing them, the Author has had princi- 
pally in view those persons who, from various causes, 
have come to think slightly of the claims of public 
worship, and to be negligent in their attendance at the 
House of God. These form, it is feared, a large and 
increasing class among all denominations of christians ; 
and to such these pages* will be found ^specially adapted. 

A desire to extend the^^fuln^ss. of what he has 
written, has led him to liMoiwct£ here and there, 
allusions which will be best appreciated by members of 
another communion than that to which he belongs. 
But whatever other defects belong to his work, he trusts 
that it is not marred by a single observation that can 
give pain to any " who hold the Head, from which all 
the body, by* joints and bands, having nourishment, 
ministered and knit together, increaseth with the increase 
of God." 
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CHAPTER I. 

IS INTBODUCTOBY. 

"Of making many books," says the Preacher, " there is 
no end : and much study is a weariness of the flesh. 
Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Pear God, 
and keep his commandments : for this is the whole duty 
of man." Eccles. xii, 12, 13. So long ago, when the 
writer of a book was a man of rare wisdom, regarded with 
awe by his fellow-men, and when the ability to read was 
no common accomplishment, had both writing and reading 
upon the subject of man's duty, outstript the practice of 
what was already known. In these days of multifarious 
authorship, and of reading without application, the dis- 
tance between what is known and what is done of the 
whole duty of man has become immeasurably greater ; and 
were it possible to arrest the attention of men to these 
solemn words, that to fear God and to keep his command- 
ments is the whole duty of man— to make them feel that 
in the practice of this precept they would soonest become 
the men they ought to be, and soonest attain the happi- 
ness God desires for them ; the result would be cheaply 
purchased at the cost of all the books that will be written 
and read for many a year to come ; though the writers 
should be tenfold more conscientious, and their readers 
many times more thoughtful than there is any reason to 
expect they will be. 

But the course of this world runs not thus ; nor does it 
appear to be the plan of Him who directs it, to favour 
those summary processes by which we sometimes fondly 
imagine men might be made good. There is nothing for 
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10 WOBSHIP GOD ; OB 

us but the old din of contending voices, appealing to man's 
passions, tastes, or interests; in which, at times, the 
still small voice that speaks to his spirit, will make itself 
heard, distinct from all the rest, like the melody of a 
solemn psalm raised by God-fearing mariners amidst the 
fury of a storm. To listen for this voice, and to call atten- 
tion to its utterances, is the part of those who would do 
something towards bringing men out of confusion and 
strife into order and peace. And, therefore, amongst 
the multitude of books now soliciting men's attention, this 
puts in its claim for notice, as giving forth an echo of an 
pld voice, now but little heeded — that men should 
Reverence the Sanctuary. 

It will afford the reader a distinct view of the design of 
these pages, and at the same time clear the way for the 
course of argument, by which it is hoped that design will 
be found sustained, to state what that is we designate as 
the Sanctuary, and what in general is the kind of conduct 
and feeling in regard to it which we aim to inculcate. 

A Sanctuary, in the proper sense of the word, is a place 
set apart from common use, and held sacred by men as 
the appointed place of meeting between the Deity and his 
worshippers. In former times it was a place respected by 
the civil power, as belonging to a region in which it had 
no jurisdiction; and those who took refuge in it were 
regarded as making their appeal from Caesar to C*9S*r'a 
God; and were suffered to remain unmolested, in the 
belief that the ends of human justice would be equally 
served, whether to that appeal the response should be one 
of judgment or of mercy. Under the Old Testament dis- 
pensation, particular spots were pointed out by God as the 
chosen seats of his Sanctuary ; but since the hour has 
come when neither in this mountain, nor in that— neither 
in Jerusalem, nor elsewhere — is the place where men 
ought exclusively to worship, any locality is eligible for 
such a Sanctuary. Wherever, then, men agree to meet 
for worship, whether in some secluded glen, or in caves 
and dens of the earth, or in catacombs surrounded by the 
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dost of the departed, or in the ordinary guest chamber, 
or in the stateliest and most gorgeous edifice that human 
hands have ever reared, there is a Sanctuary. What is es- 
sential to a Sanctuary is that it enshrine a temple made up 
of living stones, who have sanctified the Lord God in their 
hearts, and worship him in spirit and in truth. Yet the 
feeling which invests with sacredness the place where such 
worshippers meet, which looks upon it as consecrated by 
the Name invoked there, as well as by the praises of the 
grateful, the sighs of the sorrowful, and the aspirations of 
the prisoners of hope, is a right feeling ; and, as we shall 
see, to be distinguished from the common and superstitious 
abuse of it. By the Sanctuary then, is meant the place 
where men meet for praise and prayer, where the name of 
that one living Temple, in whom God and man hold perpetual 
communion, is continually invoked, and where the ordin- 
ances appointed for the light and life of men may freely be 
enjoyed. Wherever, reader, your fathers have worshipped, 
or wherever your convictions may lead you in your search 
for that Sanctuary in which God's worship is celebrated in 
the manner most agreeable to His will ; or, wherever you 
find those ministrations of the Word of Life which are 
most profitable to your soul ; or, wherever they meet for 
worship who through nearness of kin, or proximity of 
dwelling, or from any other cause have the greatest hold 
upon your sympathies and affections — there is your Sanc- 
tuary. It is the design of this book to inspire you with 
love for that place, as one among the dearest and most 
sacred spots on earth ; to persuade you to guard it from 
any use that may profane it with degrading associations ; 
to set before you the obligation and advantage of early 
and regular attendance upon its ordinances of worship and 
instruction ; and to urge you to sustain its services with 
such devoutness and attention as are necessary in order 
to their leaving any salutary or abiding impressions on 
your soul. 

In absolute importance, this subject may not bear com- 
parison with some others that might be named, for Bever* 
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12 W0E8HIP GOD ; OB 

enoe for the Sanctuary is not directly the one thing 
needful to man's well-being here, or to his happiness 
hereafter ; but its relative importance can scarcely be ex- 
aggerated. As leading to something higher and far more 
valuable than itself; and, as indicating, by the manner in 
which it is regarded, oar present character and probable 
destiny, it well deserves our most serious attention. The 
mountain passes, which afford the readiest access to a 
populous and fertile land, may be worthless enough for all 
they are capable of affording to the support of man or 
beast ; but, to the peaceful inhabitants, or to the general 
of an invading host, they are worth all that they command ; 
and a broken branch drifted out upon the ocean, or a 
little bird, falling wearied with its flight upon the deck of 
a ship that has been driven from her track, may indicate 
to the anxious mariner where he is, and whither he should 
steer for the desired haven. 

This subject has so much of importance at all times ; 
but it has the more now that the indolent and effeminate 
habits of these days of ours, call for special rebuke. 
Christian England, half a century, or a century ago, if 
many of her sons were, as now, in heathen ignorance of 
the gospel, did not exhibit the strange anomaly of christian 
people slighting the ordinances of God's house. Men and 
women in those days walked miles, and in all weathers too, 
to listen to the same gospel which now has no attraction, 
unless it be set forth with an eloquence which few men 
possess, or be made as sparkling as an essay fall of epi- 
grams, or as melo-dramatic as a romance. Nor is it 
difficult to see the cause of their constancy. They went to 
the house of God not to pass an hour with a favourite 
preacher, but to fulfil a duty — they went to worship God. 
So for the most part they felt delight in the Sanctuary 
for its own sake, they were 'glad when the day returned 
that they could say one to another, " Come let us go into 
the house of the Lord ;" and when delight they had none, 
and to go to the house of God was a trouble to the flesh, 
then they had a healthy conscience to urge the claims of 
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duty, until inclination and duty should once more go hand 
in hand. Would that there were more in us of that stern 
sense of duty, which made our forefathers diligent in 
following that which is good ! But it should be as much 
our delight as it is our duty to reverence God's Sanctuary. 
Such delight is characteristic of a pious man, a test of his 
sincerity in religion, an evidence of his spiritual prosperity, 
and a scale by which to measure the degree of his advano 
ment in the Divine life. May the God of all joy awaken 
in you, gentle reader, this delight, that in the Sanctuary 
your soul may be " satisfied as with marrow and fatness, 
and your mouth praise him with joyful lips." 
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CHAPTER II. 

CONTAINS 80KB BEA80NS FOB BEYEBENCINO THE 
8ANCTUABY. 

I. The Sanctuary claims the reverence of men because 
the presence of God is there peculiarly manifested. 

The shrines and temples of heathen countries owe their 
sanctity to the belief that they are the abodes of the 
deities in whose honour they have been erected; and 
that they are the places where they show themselves most 
propitious to their worshippers. In setting forth then 
as one, and the chief reason, for reverencing God's Sanc- 
tuary, that it is. the place where his presence is more 
peculiarly manifested, it will be necessary to explain what 
is meant by this peculiar manifestation, and to show that 
the notion of it is not inconsistent with the belief that the 
God whom we worship is a Spirit, and dwelleth not in 
temples made with men's hands. 

1. God is everywhere. "Whither shall I go from thy 
Spirit P or whither shall I flee from thy presence P If I 
ascend up into heaven thou art there : if I make my bed 
in hell, behold, thou art there. If I take the wings of the 
morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea ; 
even there shall thy hand lead me and thy right hand shall 
hold me. If I say, surely the darkness shall cover me ; 
even the night shall be light about me. Yea, the dark- 
ness hideth not from thee ; but the night shineth as the 
day : the darkness and the light are both alike to thee." 
Psalm cxxxix, 7-12. These are words as sublimely des- 
criptive of God's omnipresence, as they are beautifully 
expressive of the confidence reposed in his unbounded 
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power by the inspired singer. But while the presence of 
God fills all space — as he says by his prophet, " Am I a 
God at hand and not a God afar off? Can any hide him- 
self in secret places that I shall not see him P Do not I 
fill heaven and earth P" Jer. xxiii, 23, 24 — it exists for us 
only so far as our faith apprehends it through some mani- 
festations of his power or love. Just as there may be 
myriads of beings around us who, unrevealed to mortal 
sense, pursue their various duties in obedience to their 
Creator, and yet have no reality for us until our faith is 
taught to believe them near, and to ascribe what we call 
our good or evil fortune to their agency — just as the horses 
and chariots of fire round about Elisha had no existence 
for his affrighted servant, until the Lord opened his eyes 
to see that "they that were with them were more in number 
than they that were against them ;" bo the presence of Him 
whom the heaven of heavens cannot contain, much less 
any house of man's building, is not felt to be indeed 
dwelling with man upon the earth, until his glory is revealed 
by some outward symbol, or by some inward sense of his 
presence felt through all the chambers of the soul. When, 
then, we speak of a special manifestation of God being 
given in the Sanctuary ; we mean that there it pleases him 
to strengthen our perceptions of him as a real Person, as 
an almighty and all-wise Father, a righteous Judge, and a 
never-changing Friend — that there it pleases him to 
quicken our spiritual sensibilities, so that we are either 
filled with self-abasement for the vileness discovered in 
us, by the apprehension of his thrice holy nature, Isaiah 
vi. 1-5 : or, are cheered by the voice that breaks from the 
passing glory proclaiming the name of the Lord — " The 
Lord God merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and 
abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thou- 
sands, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin." Exodus 
xxxiv, 6, 7. 

How it is that he unscales the dim or sightless orb of 
faith ; how he makes every chord of feeling vibrate with 
painful or with joyous emotion, as he is thought to frown 
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or smile ; and how he raises in the heart those encourag- 
ing assurances which make men strong to do or suffer, is 
more than we can tell. He who fashioned the heart of 
man may have avenueB of approach we wot not of; but 
it would seem that the presence of God is vouchsafed to 
us in a moral way,— that is, not mechanically, nor super* 
naturally, but according to the laws of mind, and heart, 
and will. It follows, therefore, that that presence will be 
apprehended most vividly whenever those exercises of the 
mind, and heart, and will, which have God for their object, 
are brought into greatest activity. That the Sanctuary, with 
its divinely appointed ordinances, its sacred associations, 
and its multitude of sympathising worshippers, is fitted to 
excite to their warmest glow of intensity all those thoughts, 
emotions, and purposes, which enter into what we call 
devotion, shall be shown in due course; meanwhile an- 
other question must be answered before we shall have 
stated the whole truth about the manifestation of God in 
the Sanctuary: — whether, in order to our seeing there 
his power and glory, there is only needed that our spiritual 
sensibilities should be quickened, or whether there is not 
something more than this implied in the dwelling of the 
High and Lofty One with him that is of a lowly and 
contrite spirit P 

2. It is no contradiction to what is stated above to 
affirm, that though it is true in respect to all men, that 
God is not far from every one of them; that He is in an- 
other and more intimate manner nigh to them that fear 
him. If visible or audible discoveries of his presence have 
been made at different times to men's senses — as when his 
voice was heard in the cool of the day by the newly-fallen 
and shame-stricken parents of our race ; or as when He 
appeared to Moses in the bush that burned and was not 
consumed ; or as when the glory of the Lord descended 
on Sinai with blackness, and darkness, and tempest, and 
the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of words, — and this 
not by giving men new senses, or by filling their minds 
with visions, but by actual sights and sounds addressed 



y Google 



BEVBBBNCB FOB THE SANCTTJABT. 17 

to their eyes and ears : — may there not be an analogous 
approach to the spirits of men at certain times, not merely 
by the quickening of their spiritual sensibilities, but by 
determinations of that gracious presence to their souls, so 
that more may be apprehended and felt of that presence 
at such times than is possible at others. " Draw nigh to 
God," says the apostle, " and he will draw nigh to you." 
James iv. 8, — that is, the distance between you shall be 
diminished, not only by your approach to him, but by his 
approach to you; and nothing short of this seems to 
satisfy these promises of the Lord Jesus. " If any man 
love me he will keep my words, and my Father will love 
him, and we will come to him, and take up our abode with 
him," John xiv. 23 ; " Wherever two or three are gather- 
ed together in my name, there am I in the midst of them," 
Matthew xviii. 20; "Lo, I am with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world," Matthew xxviii. 20 ; " It is 
expedient for you that I go away : for if I go not away the 
Comforter will not come unto you ; but if I depart, I will 
send him unto you," John xvi. 7; "I will pray the 
Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he 
may abide with you for ever ; even the Spirit of truth ; 
whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, 
neither knoweth him : but ye know him, for he dwelleth 
with you, and shall be in you. I will not leave you 
orphans ; I will come to you," John xiv. 16-18. It is not 
of course pretended that these promises have all a parti- 
cular reference to the manifestation of God's presence in 
the Sanctuary, or that they find their highest fulfilment in 
this way ; they are merely quoted, as all involving the 
principle of a determination of the divine presence to the 
minds of His worshippers. What, however, we are princi- 
pally concerned to maintain is, that there are times when 
we have a fellowship with the Father and the Son which 
is not merely a fellowship with our own thoughts about 
them, but is as real as the communion we have with a 
friend whom we see face to face. At such seasons, the 
longings of our souls are answered by the most gracious 
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discoveries of God's mind and will concerning us ; the con- 
fession of our doubts and fears, humbly and frankly 
acknowledged, is followed by a sense of peace which passeth 
understanding, and the appeal of our weak and suffering 
souls against the temptation that is too strong, or the duty 
that is too difficult, is met by the assurance, " My grace is 
sufficient for thee." Thus much may safely be affirmed, 
that the promises already referred to do lead us to expect 
that the sweetest enjoyment of divine fellowship will be 
found in the services of the Sanctuary, when we enter into 
the communion of saints, and when, in the interchange of 
sympathy and affection, we are fulfilling the command to 
love one another. One great end of the Saviour's work is 
to break down the barriers of selfishness by which men 
isolate themselves from each other. He has most joy in 
us therefore, when, met together with one accord in one 
place, we realize our membership in that one family of 
heaven and earth which bears His name. It would be an 
entire misunderstanding of what has been advanced, to 
imagine that there is some blissful height of devotion to be 
attained in the sanctuary which can never be reached else- 
where. God's power and glory have never been seen 
more clearly than in the chambers of the infirm, the sick, 
and the dying ; and the brightness of His presence has 
lighted the gloom of the prisoner, and cheered the soli- 
tariness of the exile, with a radiance as pure and steady as 
ever gladdened the hearts of a worshipping assembly ; but 
we do say this, that for those who can meet in the house of 
God, and are absent only because it is a trouble to go, or 
because they have little concern to encourage their brethren 
in Christ, or because they think that the exercises of the 
closet will more than compensate for neglecting the as- 
sembling themselves together, — that for these, as cold and 
selfish will-worshippers, there are no such sweet interviews 
with heaven, until, having gotten the victory over their 
indolence, pride, or coldness, they go to crave a share in a 
common blessing, and to ask for others as well as for 
themselves. 
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The experiences of Christian men will bear out what has 
been advanced respecting the sense of the divine presence 
enjoyed in the sanctuary. Often, whilst joining in the 
psalm of thanksgiving, there have come to them such con- 
victions that it is His gracious hand that has been crown* 
ing them with loving kindness and tender mercies as have 
made their hearts overflow with grateful emotion ; and 
while the confession has gone up, " There is no health in 
us," they have had the deepest sense of their un worthiness, 
and of the preciousness of Him, for whose sake, God par- 
dons " all them that truly repent and unfeignedly believe 
His holy gospel." There, as His word was read, the 
promises familiar to them from their childhood have flash* 
ed upon them with a light so full of hope and comfort, that 
they have scarce known at which to wonder most, the 
graciousness of Him who gave these promises, or the 
dulness which had hitherto prevented their perception of 
their worth ; there too, in the hopes which bind the living 
and the dead into one unbroken family, have mourners 
found their sweetest consolation ; there, in listening to the 
gracious assurances of Him who numbers even the hairs 
of our head, the wrinkled brow of care has become smooth, 
and there, in the sympathy of Him, who is touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities, broken hearts have found 

" A healing balm for all their woe." 

In the Sanctuary, misanthropy is rebuked by the condes- 
cension and pity of Him, " who hateth nothing He has 
made, and will have all men to be saved and come to the 
knowledge of his truth j" there, charity exhausted at the 
seventh issue of forgiveness is replenished from that love 
which has forgiven us unto seventy times seven; there, 
the consciousness of a fellowship in want and worship 
suggests a longing for a brotherhood of all mankind, and 
turns the longing into prayer ; and there, the memory of 
noble deeds and of still nobler sufferings comes to animate 
men to a like example of faith and patience, and to 
strengthen them to do or bear all God's holy will. 
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3. It is a fact of no little importance as a confirmation 
of our argument, that the most striking discoveries of 
God's graciouB will towards men have been made in con- 
nection with the Sanctuary, — in connection at least with 
an assembly of faithful worshippers. 

Even in patriarchal days, when the temple of the God 
of heaven and earth was represented by a single family, 
the most conspicuous declarations of blessings were asso- 
ciated with those seasons when the patriarch surrounded 
by his family drew near with solemn sacrifice to acknow- 
ledge His dependence upon God. Thus when Noah with 
his sons raised their first altar on the land which had been 
swept of its corrupt inhabitants, that it might once more be 
a dwelling place for those who feared God's name, they were 
cheered with the promise which has become the heritage 
of all mankind: — "I will not curse the ground any more 
for man's sake; neither will I again smite every thing 
living as I have done. While the earth remaineth, seed 
time and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and 
winter, and day and night shall not cease." Gen. viii, 21, 
22. Again, when God established His covenant with 
Abraham, saying, " I will establish my covenant between 
me and thee, and thy seed after thee, in their generations 
for an everlasting covenant : to be a God unto thee, and 
to thy seed after thee. And I will give unto thee, and to 
thy seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger, 
all the land of Canaan for an everlasting possession ; and 
1 will be their God," Gen. xvii, 7, 8, — the rite of circum- 
cision was appointed, not only as a sign of separation 
between the family of Abraham and the rest of the families 
of the earth, but as a bond of union, stronger than any 
tie of kinship, which should bind together the people 
whom God had chosen for his sanctuary, and amongst 
whom He would make his dwelling with man upon the 
earth. The rite of circumcision, by which they are con- 
secrated to the Lord, was, we say, stronger than any tie 
of kin ; for if any born of Abraham should fail to observe 
it, that soul was to be cut off from his people ; whereas, on 
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the other hand, it had force to raise even the child born in 
the house, or bought with money of the stranger, and so 
not of Abraham's seed, to a level with those who were his 
natural descendants in inheriting the blessings of the cove- 
nant of promise, Gen xvii. 12-14. It was as a sanctuary, 
as a family bound together by a common rite of consecration 
to the Lord, that the patriarchal household became the nu- 
cleus of the future Congregation of Israel, and the represen- 
tatives, for that age, of the temple made up of living stones, 
which is built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
and of which Jesus Christ is the chief corner-stone. It is 
to be observed also, that God marked his approbation of 
Abraham's family worship by choosing the places it had 
hallowed to discover Himself to Isaac and Jacob. Thus 
we read that in that Beersheba where Abraham had planted 
a grove as a natural temple in which " to call on the name 
of the Lord, the Everlasting God," He appeared to Isaac, 
to confirm to him the covenant made with his father, Gen. 
xxi. 33. comp. w. Gen. xxvi. 23-25 : and it would also seem, 
that the Bethel where Abraham built his first altar, on 
coming into the land of Canaan, was the " certain place" on 
which Jacob lighted, where he tarried all night because the 
sun was set, and where, as he dreamed, he saw " a ladder 
set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven, 
and behold the angels of God ascending and descending 
upon it, and behold the Lord stood above it,' 9 from whom, 
with a confirmation of the promises made to his fathers, 
he received the assurance, "Behold I am with thee, and will 
keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and will bring 
thee again into this land ; for I will not leave thee until I 
have done that which 1 have spoken to thee of." The words 
of Jacob, in awaking out of his sleep, are a proof that he 
had been taught that God was wont to reveal Himself in 
places already consecrated by the faith and devotion of 
former worshippers : — " Surely the Lord is in this place 
and I knew it not. And he was afraid, and said, How 
dreadful is this place ! this is none other than the house 
of God, and this is the gate of heaven." Gen. xii. 8. 
comp. w. Gen. xxviii. 10-17. 
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Passing on to the times " when Israel went out of Egypt 
—the house of Jacob from a people of strange language," 
when " Judah was his Sanctuary and Israel his dominion," 
we read that the gathering of the people was to Horeb the 
mountain of God. Now it was expressly given to Moses 
as a token that the God of his fathers had sent him, that 
when he had brought forth the people out of Egypt, they 
should, as a sign of their deliverance and of the power by 
which it had been wrought, serve God upon this mountain, 
which was already hallowed by the worship of those who 
acknowledged I Am to be the Lord of heaven and earth. 
Exodus iii. 1, 5, 12. But as the land of Canaan, and not 
the peninsular of Sinai, was to be the home of the children 
of Israel, henceforth Horeb ceased to be recognised as the 
seat of His Sanctuary ; and, as the people were dwelling 
in tabernacles, Moses was instructed to make a tabernacle 
for the Lord, that through all their wanderings, He might 
meet with the children of Israel, and they be sanctified by 
His glory. Exodus xxix. 43. So when Moses had finished 
the work, " Then a cloud covered the tent of the congrega- 
tion, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. 
And when the cloud was taken up from over the taber- 
nacle, the children of Israel went onward in all their 
journeys ; but if the cloud was not taken up, then they 
journeyed not till the day that it was taken up. For the 
cloud of the Lord was in the tabernacle by day, and fire 
was in it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel, 
throughout all their journey b." Exodus xl. 34-38. Thus 
by means of a material Sanctuary did God accomplish His 
word, " I will dwell among the children of Israel, and will 
be their God. And they shall know that I am the Lord 
their God, that brought them up out of the land of Egypt, 
that I may dwell among them : lam the Lord their God." 
Exodus xxix. 46. 

The events recorded in the earlier chapters of the book 
of Samuel show that, notwithstanding the apostacies of 
Israel during the period of the Judges, the tabernacle of 
.the Lord, and the ark of his covenant were still recognised 
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as the tokens of His dwelling among them. As such 
they were known even by their enemies; for when the 
Philistines understood that the Israelites had sent to 
Shiloh, and brought the ark of the Lord into their camp, 
they were afraid, " And they said, Woe unto us, for there 
hath not been such a thing heretofore, woe unto us ! who 
shall deliver us out of the hand of these mighty Gods P 
These are the Gods that smote the Egyptians with all the 
plagues in the wilderness." 1 Samuel iv. 7-8. Doubtless 
their fears would have been justified, had Israel done then, 
as they were afterwards exhorted by Samuel to do, when 
they lamented after the Lord — had they then " returned to 
the Lord with all their hearts, and put away the strange 
gods from among them, and prepared their hearts to the 
Lord, and served him only," — He would have delivered 
them out of the hand of the Philistines ; and the lamenta- 
tion had never gone up, "The glory is departed from 
Israel ; for the ark of God is taken," 1 Samuel iv. 21. 
How God honoured His Sanctuary by showing forth His 
power in the temple of Dagon, whither the ark of God 
was carried when taken by the Philistines, by plaguing 
the men of Ashdod for defiling it with their idolatrous 
hands ; by His judgment on the profane curiosity of the 
men of Bethshemesh, and afterwards by His anger at the 
rashness of Uzzah, and by His blessing on the house of 
Obed-edom, need not be more distinctly stated. 

Nothing has been said about that revelation of the 
principles on which God's government was established, and 
of the way in which it befitted men to approach Him, 
given in the service of the tabernacle, with its various 
ordinances of priestly mediation, sacrifice, and purification. 
Yet these pictorial illustrations of His law and promises 
must have been the chief glory of the Sanctuary in the 
eyes of those who loved His law, and discerned in these 
things the shadows of good things to come. 

This rapid survey of the early history of the Sanctuary 
has brought us to a time when it took a somewhat new 
form, and became associated with clearer and brighter di*» 
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covenes of the divine character and purposes. The child-* 
ren of Israel, under the God-fearing role of David, had at 
length become a settled people and a powerful nation. 
The promise given to David by Nathan, "Moreover I 
will appoint a place for my people Israel, and will plant 
them that they may dwell in a plac* of their own, and 
move no more ; neither shall the children of wickedness 
afflict them any more, as beforetime, and as since the 
time that I commanded judges to be over my people 
Israel, and have caused thee to rest from all thine enemies," 
2 Samuel vii. 10, had already begun to find its accomplish- 
ment when pronounced. The king and his people were 
living in stable and permanent dwellings whilst the ark 
of God dwelt within curtains. A change was needed in 
the outward form of God's Sanctuary, if the idea of His 
dwelling with His people was to be preserved. Hence 
the house which Solomon built for his name. Concerning 
which God said, " I have hallowed this house which thou 
hast built to put my name there for ever, and mine eyes 
and mine heart shall be there perpetually." Its prosperity 
was to be the sign of Israel's favour with the Lord, its 
desolation the token of Israel's apostacy, and of their 
abandonment by God. 1 Kings ix, 3-9. 

For the worship of this house were written many of 
those Psalms, in which the expectation of a King, ''ruling 
in the fear of God, who should be as the light of the 
morning when the sun ariseth — even a morning without 
clouds, as the tender grass springing out of the earth by 
clear shining after rain," ii Sam. xxiii, 4, first found expres- 
sion, in which joyous utterances of thankfulness and adora* 
tion, fitted for every occasion of gladness, are intermingled 
with strains in unison with every note of human grief, from 
the soft and plaintive sighings of a broken spirit to the 
wild waitings of despair. In this Sanctuary, the evangelic 
prophet saw the glory of the Lord, and from its altar was 
taken that living coal of fire which purged his lips to 
speak to a falling nation and backsliding church of the 
' sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow. The 
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prophets generally could find no fitter emblem by which, 
to set forth the blessings in store for the people of God 
than the rebuilding of the fallen temple, the restoration 
of its worship, and the flocking of the nations to it as a 
house of prayer for all people. Bat the chief glory of the 
Jewish Sanctuary was reserved for that day, when those 
who were waiting for the consolation of Israel, beheld 
there in Him who was greater than the temple — " the light' 
to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of His people Israel," 
or for that time when, on the last great day of the feast, 
His voice was heard, turning the attention of the people 
from its ceremonial to Himself, saying, "If any man 
thirst, let him come unto me and drink." John vii. 37-38. 
Since that voice died away, and the veil of that temple 
was rent, no single Sanctuary hath drawn to itself the love 
and reverence of mankind. Wherever two or three have 
been gathered together with Him in the midst, there have 
God's power and glory been seen as they were never seen 
by kings and prophets who waited to behold them in the 
Jewish temple — as when, with one accord on the day of 
Pentecost, the little company of Jesus' disciples were met 
together in one place, " and suddenly there came a sound 
from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all 
the house where they were sitting, and there appeared unto 
them cloven tongues as of fire, and it sat upon each of 
them, and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and 
began to speak with other tongues as the Spirit gave them 
utterance," Acts ii. 2-4.; or as when Peter and John, 
dismissed by the dismayed and baffled Sanhedrin, went to 
their own company, and reported all that the chief priests 
and elders had said unto them, and when in answer to 
their prayer, " Now Lord, behold their threatenings and 
grant to thy servants that with all boldness they may 
speak thy word, the place was shaken where they were 
assembled together, and they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost and spake the word with all boldness." Acts iv. 23-31 ; 
or as when the centurion, having called together his kins- 
men and friends to meet Peter, in the faith that they were 
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all present before God to hear all things that were com- 
manded him of God, received the gift of the Holy Ghost and 
became the first fruits gathered into the Lord's garner of 
his harvest among the Gentiles. If this illustration were 
not already too long, we might show what wonders God has 
wrought, even down to our own times, through the 
ordinances of public worship, and of preaching. Who can 
recall, however faintly, to his recollection, all that his mind 
owes to the ordinances of the Sanctuary P If we can trace 
our first impressions of God's saving truth to the lessons 
learnt at a mother's knee ; if there are books the reading of 
which is remembered as a conspicuous waymark in our 
religious progress ; if there are friends whose sentiments 
and example have contributed somewhat to our decision 
for Christ — still how large a part of our best feelings and 
principles must be referred to the ministrations of the 
house of God. Even with respect to the Bible itself — 
where was our interest for it excited, our enquiries into it 
assisted, and our perplexities concerning it relieved P Where 
above all was the personal application of it to our heart 
and soul effected, but in the house of God P There, have the 
words and phrases of a book, rendered uninteresting by 
years of superficial familiarity, become all on fire with a 
light and warmth of which we had heard others speak, but 
had had no experience ourselves ; there, have we heard 
God himself speaking to us through the lips of His ambas- 
sadors, and their words have been as live coals taken from 
Ms altar, assuring us that our iniquity was taken away and 
that our sin was purged ; and there too, what distinctness 
and vigour have been imparted to convictions which before 
were obscure and feeble ; what tracks of thought have been 
opened up to us ; what clearness and force have been given 
to our purposes ; we have seen as with new eyes, we have 
felt as with a new heart, we have resolved as with a new 
will. Our souls have drunk in streams of spiritual in- 
fluence welled forth through other souls from the fountain 
of life and light, John vii. 38-39. " How amiable are 
thy tabernacles, O Lord of Hosts!" "Blessed are they 
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that dwell in thy house, for they shall be still praising 
thee." "For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand." 
" I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, 
than to dwell in the tents of wickedness." Psalm lxxxiv. 
1, 4, 10. 

II. The Sanctuary has another claim upon our rever- 
ence and affection, because it is the scene of the highest and 
holiest exercise of men's faculties and emotions. 

1. Next to the contemplation of the Divine Being, there 
is nothing so fitted to engage our interest as the study of 
man ; and while it is true that there is much in his condition 
and history to call forth feelings of shame and sorrow, yet 
we are gnUty of great dishonour to ourselves, and to the 
God in whose image we have been created, if we do not 
feel that man is in every respect " fearfully and wonderfully 
made," and that every legitimate use of his powers is 
worthy of our admiration, as exhibiting part of that glory 
and honour with which his Maker has crowned him. 

The employment of his humblest power, of his physical 
energy and manual skill, will not, by a well-ordered mind, 
be regarded otherwise than with feelings of respect and 
pleasure. The labours of the husbandman in preparing 
the soil for seed, or in tending the growth of the crops 
which, in the time of harvest, will reward with their abun- 
dance the thought and labour he has bestowed upon them ; 
those handicrafts of the mechanic or artizan, which display 
the ingenuity elicited by the demands of civilized life, and 
exhibit the facility acquired by the application of older 
experience and laborious practice, and still more, those 
noble inventions, which result from a patient observance 
of the powers and laws of nature combined with an earnest 
study of the best methods of rendering them subservient 
to the purposes of lightening toil, and increasing the sum 
of human enjoyments, are calculated in no slight degree 
to awaken our admiration. Nor are the sentiments of 
wonder and delight with which we are accustomed to re- 
gard those fruits of human genius which are the offspring 
of a sublime imagination, of a rich and varied fancy, of deep 
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poetio feeling, and of a true and delicate observation of 
nature, less honorable to us, considered as a homage paid 
to what is noblest in man's nature, than as a tribute to the 
eternal Wisdom and Beauty to which all genius owes its 
inspiration. Further, the veneration and love in which we 
hold the memories of men who, struggling for independence, 
or suffering in behalf of a holy cause, have displayed a 
courage and constancy which neither bribes nor threats 
could alter, are feelings of which we might be proud, were 
they not witnesses against our ordinary selfishness, mean* 
ness, and cowardice. But the fact that the interest of such 
struggles is almost undiminished by time, and that their 
traditions are the strongest ties of national unity, is an 
indirect proof of the superiority of the moral sentiments 
over the reason and the imagination. Then should not 
that highest and holiest exhibition . of these sentiments, 
which is associated with the loftiest employment of reason, 
and the purest exercise of imagination, command our 
greatest delight ; should we not reserve our highest ad- 
miration and deepest reverence, for the spectacle of an 
assembly of rich and poor met together in the presence 
of the Lord who is the maker of them all, to worship him 
in spirit and in truth, and to reoeive those gifts which 
without respect of persons are freely bestowed on all who 
call upon his name. 

" Lord, how delightful 'tis to see 
A whole assembly worship thee; 
At once they sing, at once they pray ; 
They hear of heaven and learn the way/* 

is a sentiment as worthy of gray-headed wisdom, as of the 
lisping lips from which these lines are usually heard. 
The most beautiful things in the world are, through their 
commonness, often the least noticed. Could an angel tell us 
what is the loveliest sight which our earth displays to those 
ministering spirits who watch her daily course, we believe 
it would not be any of those which the genius of the 
poet or the painter loves to picture, but an assembly of 
worshippers, united not by natural and instinctive affection, 
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nor by the accident of a common self-interest, bat by love 
to one Father, by obedience to one Lord, by the commu- 
nion of one Spirit, by one hope, and by one baptism for the 
remission of sins. 

2. Again, there is a delight in the exercise of our own 
powers, apart from all feelings of vanity, and altogether 
distinct from the satisfaction we may derive from what 
they are able to accomplish. This is the pleasure of every 
man who has a true love for his own work in life. Is it 
not reasonable then that we should feel exquisite delight 
in the consciousness of those powers of mind and heart by 
which we are capable of the highest privilege of our 
being — communion with the Supreme Mind. " Praise ye 
the Lord ; for it is good to sing praises to our God ; for it 
is pleasant and praise is comely ;" Psalm cxlvii. 1. More- 
over in the employment of these powers, we are not only 
brought into fellowship with all the best of our kind, in 
the best and happiest moments of their existence, but with 
all intelligent creatures throughout the universe. Different 
habits of thought and feeling, in regard to the things of 
sense and time, may sever us from men of other countries 
or of other ages, a difference of nature may place us out of 
sympathy with creatures of another world unacquainted 
with our various experiences in joy and sorrow, but in the 
worship of Him who is " the same yesterday and to-day 
and for ever," and who is " God over all, blessed for ever- 
more," we acknowledge a common centre of life and joy, 
and feel that we are one family in heaven and on earth, on 
whom one name is called. Such union in worship is found 
in the representations of heaven given in the Word of God, 
" And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels 
round about the throne and the living creatures and the 
elders ; and the number of them was ten thousand times 
ten thousand, and thousands of thousands ; saying with a 
a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, to receive 
power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, 
and glory, and blessing. And every creature which is in 
heaven, and on the earth, and under the earth, and such as 
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are in the sea, and all that are in them, heard I saying, 
Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be unto him 
that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever 
and ever. And the four living creatures said, Amen. 
And the four and twenty elders fell down and worshipped 
him that liveth for ever and ever." Rev. v. 11-14. 

Thus the worship of the Sanctuary is a contribution 
towards the union of mankind, and a prophecy of that 
fulness of time when all things shall be gathered together 
in one, both which are in heaven and which are on earth, 
even in Christ j when Christ shall have delivered up the 
kingdom to God even the Father, and as the Son, himself 
also be subject, that God may be all in all. 

3. Further, in the Sanctuary love finds its highest 
object in Him whom we are commanded to love with all 
our heart, and soul, and mind, and strength, and is at once 
purified and strengthened by being directed towards One 
in whom loveliness is unassooiated with any admixture of 
impurity, and to whom self-seeking is abhorrent as a con- 
tradiction of His own nature. Thus it is that those who 
give Him the first place in their affections, and suffer no 
rival in that seat which belongs of right to Him, are ever 
those who manifest the purest and strongest affection in 
their human relationships. Just because they love Him 
with all their heart, and in so doing, become rooted and 
grounded in love, and lose their natural selfishness, they 
have the more love to bestow upon His creatures. There- 
fore in the Sanctuary the affectionate regards of hus- 
band and wife, of parent and child, and of brother and 
sister, are purified and strengthened by every act of 
adoring love paid to the Father of all. 

It should be noticed also that the sympathies called 
forth in public worship are of the purest kind. What 
compassion is so free from the pride of superiority as that 
mutual compassion excited by a sense of common frailty P 
What admiration is so unalloyed by envy as that with 
which we behold the happy results of the various ope- 
rations of the one Spirit P What joy is so equal and 
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complete as that which springs from knowing that we are 
all partakers of one mercy, and all fellow-heirs to one 
inheritance " which is incorruptible, undefiled and fadeth 
not away." 

Nowhere then so much as in the Sanctuary are men 
so worthily employing their noblest powers, nowhere is 
the dignity of human nature so clearly exhibited, nowhere 
is the oneness of all moral and intelligent beings so vividly 
realized, and nowhere do our affections and sympathies 
gather greater strength, exhibit themselves in purer forms, 
or find a truer consecration. On these accounts alone we 
should rejoice to say with the Psalmist, " Blessed is the 
man whom thou choosest, and oausest to approach unto 
thee, that he may dwell in thy courts. We shall be satis- 
fied with the goodness of thy house, even of thy holy 
temple." Psalm lxv. 4. 

HL The Sanctuary has a further claim upon our 
reverence from its being the chosen emblem of man's future 
bliss. 

In the language of our Lord, " My Father's house" had 
a double reference. It was the designation both of His 
earthly Sanctuary and of that many-mansioned dwelling 
which Christ has gone to prepare for his disciples. In 
speaking of the temple as his Father's house our Lord 
only set before the minds of his hearers the same picture 
that was presented when the tabernacle of the Lord was 
pitched in the midst of the tabernacles of Jacob, or when 
the temple on mount Zion first rose in stately grandeur 
above the ceiled houses of Jerusalem. The tabernacle and 
the temple were each in turn the palace of Israel's King, 
to which His servants approached with their offerings to 
do him homage, and to receive His law. The veiled en- 
closure of the Holy of Holies, by which the worshippers 
were reminded of their unfitness to appear in the presence 
of God, and were taught that as yet the fulness of His 
grace and truth was not revealed, was an appointment 
subordinate to the chief design of the tabernacle. This 
was to keep before their minds the fact of his dwelling 
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among them. So when in the book of Revelation that 
which was foreshadowed of old is represented as finding 
its accomplishment, God's tabernacle or dwelling is said to 
be with men, but there is no temple therein to veil the 
manifestation of God's grace and truth, or to testify of 
any unfitness in His people to approach His presence, but 
the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of 
it. The invisible essence which no man hath seen nor can 
see is enshrined in the person of Him in whom it hath 
pleased the Father that all fulness should dwell, and in 
Him, who is eternally in the bosom of the Father and 
eternally reveals the Father, His worshippers behold the 
Father's face beaming forth upon them with the radiance 
of that everlasting love wherewith He loved them before 
the foundation of the world. In some respects then the 
christian Sanctuary, with its assembly of those who wor- 
ship in spirit and in truth and with the promised presence 
of Him who is wherever two or three are gathered 
together in his name, is a more spiritual and more perfect 
emblem of heaven than the Jewish temple ever was, or 
ever could be, so truly does the glory of the latter house 
of the gospel exceed the glory of any reared under the 
Old Testament dispensation. It contains all the constitu- 
ent elements of the heavenly state, though in an imperfect 
form. It has, as an object of faith, though not of sight, 
the presence of that Living Temple, who from within the 
veil of His flesh, beams forth upon the worshippers with 
those bright rays of grace and truth which reveal to them 
the mind and heart of the unchangeable I Am. In it are 
exhibited the chief wonders of redemption — sinful men 
with their consciences already sprinkled with the blood of 
the atoning Lamb, already from being children of wrath 
and of disobedience made sons of God by adoption, and 
heirs with Jesus Christ of eternal glory, already, by the 
Spirit dwelling in them, possessing the germ of that 
quickening power which shall one day change their vile 
bodies, and fashion them like to His glorious body, which 
the heavens have received until the restitution of all 
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things ; and there, with feeble lips and stammering tongue 
is already sung that new song which shall fill eternity with 
its swelling harmonies, " Blessing, and honour, and glory, 
and power be unto Him who sitteth upon the throne, and 
to the Lamb for ever and ever." 

Now let us enter in imagination into that Sanctuary 
with which we are familiar either through our present 
customary attendance there, or through the recollections 
of bygone days when we used to frequent it — let us look 
round upon the scene, Are these spiritual worshippers P 
Have these been sprinkled with the all- atoning blood P 
Is this an assembly of the sons of God and heirs of 
heaven P Is that august presence before which the sera- 
phim veil their faces, as they cry, " Holy, Holy, Holy is 
the Lord of hosts, the whole earth is full of his glory," 
here discovered to the eye of faith as truly as ever it was 
discovered to a prophet's gaze, then, "how dreadful is 
this place ! it is none other than the house of God and 
this is the gate of heaven." Shall we shrink from using 
such language respecting an assembly of sinful, weak and 
mortal menP We need not if it be indeed a "congregation 
of faithful men, in the which the pure word of God is 
preached, and the sacraments be duly adminstered, 
according to Christ's ordinance, in all those things that of 
necessity are requisite to the same ;" for " the gifts and 
calling of God are without repentance," and are not par- 
don, adoption, and the quickening Spirit, the chartered 
blessings of every believer in Jesus P We need not shrink 
unless it be for a moment to realize our utter unworthi- 
ness of the grace wherein we stand, that with a deeper 
thankfulness we may "joy in God, through whom we have 
now received the atonement." But we need recoil from 
thinking that we are vital parts of that assembly, and 
with all the horror of those who would not to a hardened 
and impenitent heart add the misery of self-deception, if 
we have but a name to live and are dead — if the relation- 
ship to which we were called in our baptism is still merely 
nominal, and we are yet " without Christ, aliens from the 
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commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants 
of promise, having no hope, and without God in the 
world." Ephesians ii. 12. If any man think he is a 
christian, let him think also what the name implies, and 
if while conscious of his own unworthiness he can humbly 
claim the name, the privileges, and the hopes, which the 
grace of God confers on every believer, let him consider 
" what manner of person he ought to be in all holy conver- 
sation and godliness." 2 Peter iii. 11. To such an one 
how dear should be the ordinances of God's house ! If 
there are found all the elements of his holy and heavenly 
home, if there to waiting, worshipping souls are granted 
the tokens of that Presence which will fill heaven with 
light and joy, if, in the themes of redemption there dis- 
coursed upon, he gazes upon that mystery of godliness 
which the saved will eternally delight to look into, and 
if in its imperfect praises he may learn the rudiments of 
the everlasting song, then should he not indeed call the 
sabbath, with its sanctuary services, " a delight, the holy 
of the Lord, honourable," Isaiah lviii. 13. 

The claims of the Sanctuary have been urged in this 
chapter by three distinct lines of argument and illustration, 
but the duty and advantage of responding to those claims 
have been touched upon only as it were by the way ; in 
the next chapter we propose to set these before the reader 
in a direct form, and so prepare the way for* considering 
in what manner we shall best show our reverence for the 
Sanctuary and our delight in its services. 
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CHAPTEB III. 

TREATS OF THE DUTY AND ADVANTAGES OF BBYXBXNCI1TO 
THE SANCTUARY. 

If reverence for the Sanctuary were nowhere inculca- 
ted as a positive duty, the arguments already urged would 
be sufficient to fasten a moral obligation upon all christians 
not to neglect the assembling themselves together; but 
both the Old Testament and the New, by precept as well 
as example, expressly teach us that public worship is as 
much a duty as private prayer. 

Before citing passages from the Old Testament, it may 
be necessary to show that the abrogation of the Jewish 
economy left unaltered the force of those precepts and 
exhortations by which this duty was urged upon those who 
lived under its teaching. It is true that the attendance of 
the congregation of Israel on the services of the tabernacle 
and temple was in some respects a political duty, which as 
members of a theocratic state they owed to their invisible 
king, but it was a religious duty also, and the grounds on 
which it rested, as such, are as permanent as the relations 
men sustain to the Supreme Being, and to one another. 
The very temple to which the Israelite approached to do 
homage to his sovereign had also its court of the Gentiles, 
by which it witnessed that it was not only the palace of a 
king, but a house of prayer for all people. Besides, if any 
worship of God be a duty, public worship must be, for 
without it men soon cease to render any worship at all. 

I. — Anything like a complete enumeration of all the 
passages in which this duty is enforced would occupy more 
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space than can here be allotted to it ; a few must suffice. 
One of the solemn charges of the law was, "Ye shall keep 
my sabbaths and reverence my Sanctuary; I am the Lord." 
Ley. arix. 30. This command is echoed through the whole 
book of Psalms, "Worship the Lord in the beauty of 
holiness," (" in the glorious Sanctuary,") Psalm xxix. 2. 
" Serve the Lord with gladness, come before his presence 
with singing. Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, 
and into His courts with praise." Psalm c. 2, 4. " O come, 
let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord 
our Maker ; for he is our God, and we are the people of 
his pasture, and the sheep of his hand." Psalm xev. 6, 7. 
" Give unto the Lord, O ye kindreds of the people, give 
unto the Lord glory and strength. Give unto the Lord 
the glory due unto his name, bring an offering, and come 
into his courts." Psalm xcvi. 7, 8. " Praise God in his 
Sanctuary ; both young men and maidens, old men and 
children, let them praise the name of the Lord." Psalm 
cxlix. — cl. With what passionate longings the Psalmists 
respond to these exhortations : — " One thing have I desired 
of the Lord, that will I seek after ; that I may dwell in the 
house of the Lord all the days of my life ; to behold the 
beauty of the Lord, and to enquire in his temple." Psalm 
xxvii. 4. " How amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lord of 
Hosts ! My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth, for the courts 
of the Lord ; my heart and my flesh crieth out for the 
living God." Psalm lxxxiv. 1, 2. With what evident de- 
light they speak of their experiences in the Sanctuary : — 
"Honour and majesty are before Him, strength and beauty 
are in His Sanctuary." Psalm xcvi. 6. " Blessed are they 
that dwell in Thy house ; they will be still praising Thee. 
The Lord God is a sun and shield, the Lord will give grace 
and glory, and no good thing will he withhold from them 
that walk uprightly." Psalm lxxxiv. 4, 11. " I was glad 
when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the 
Lord." Psalm cxxii. 1. Diligence in waiting upon the 
service of God's house is spoken of as a sign of repentance, 
and obedience:— "Now be ye not stiff-necked, as your 
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fathers were, bat yield yourselves unto the Lord, and enter 
into his Sanctuary, which he hath sanctified for ever : arid 
serve the Lord your God, that the fierceness of his wrath 
may turn away from you." ii Chron. xxx. 8. The Sanc- 
tuary supplies the prophet with imagery in which to paint 
the future glory and happiness of the church :—" The 
glory of Lebanon shall come unto thee, the fir-tree, the 
pine-tree, and the box together, to beautify the place of my 
Sanctuary ; and I will make the place of my feet glorious." 
Isaiah lx. 13. Her happiness is described under the figure 
of universal and perpetual worship : — " It shall come to 
pass, that from one new moon to another, and from one 
sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to worship before 
me, saith the Lord." Isaiah lxvi. 23. " And it shall come 
to pass, that every one that is left of all the nations which 
came against Jerusalem, shall even go up from year to 
year, to worship the king, the Lord of Hosts, and to keep 
the feast of tabernacles." Zech. xiv. 16. Lastly, the richest 
blessings are promised to those who maintain its services : 
— " Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there 
may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, 
saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows 
of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall 
not be room enough to receive it." Mai. iii. 10. 

Such delight in the ordinances of God's house, when 
those ordinances discovered far less of the mind and heart 
of God than they do now, and when they wanted, there- 
fore, that fulness of consolation which may now be derived 
from them, may well shame us for our coldness in the 
service of the Sanctuary, and for the readiness with which 
the entire neglect of its duties and privileges is often excused. 
The people of Israel, with all their faults and errors, had a 
zeal for God, which if not always according to knowledge 
may at least reprove the heartless indifference too often 
shown for God's holy worship by those who profess to have 
received a clearer light and richer grace than were ever 
given to them. If the ordinances of christian worship 
required for their due observance the attendance of our 
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head* of families thrice a year in the larger cities of oar 
land, as the ordinances of Jewish worship called every son of 
the law to worship in Jerusalem at the three great annual 
feasts, we question whether the prompt obedience would 
be rendered by the people of this land that was formerly 
yielded by rebellious and sthTnecked Israel. We should 
hear much of the inconvenience, expense, and fatigue of 
the journey, of the impossibility of reconciling such a 
command with the requirements of business, family ties, 
and so forth, as though none of these difficulties had been 
felt by the worshippers of Israel, as though it had cost 
them no faith to leave their borders and their homes 
undefended but by the invisible arm of God, as though 
fatigue and want were evils unknown in the land of 
Canaan, and as though self-denial and sacrifice were now 
for the first time required to fulfil the commands of God. 
The express injunctions in the New Testament bearing 
upon this matter are few, just because the church of Jesus 
Christ had already a rich inheritance of all necessary 
instruction in the Old Testament. There is just enough 
to remind us that all that instruction applies with peculiar 
force to a church in which union and brotherly love were 
to be the distinctive proofs to the world of her divine 
origin, " Again I say unto you that if two of you shall 
agree on earth as touching anything that they shall ask, 
it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven : 
For where two or three are gathered together in my name, 
there am I in the midst of them. " Matt, xviii. 19-20. After 
this manner pray ye, " Our Father which art in heaven." 
Matt. vi. 9. "I exhort therefore that first of all, suppli- 
cations, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be 
made for all men." I Tim. ii. 1, is evidently an ordinance 
for the regulation of public worship ; and the reproof 
which is adminstered in the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
chapter x. 25, to those who forsook the religious assemblies 
of christians at a time when it was perilous to attend them, 
applies with still greater force to that desertion of public 
worship for which no excuse can be urged but that of disin- 
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ciination. But what need of farther arguments to prove what 
is implied in the very notion of a church possessing such 
ordinances as baptism, and the Lord's sapper, and what 
is supposed in every christian writing from the days of 
the apostles to our own. It is of greater importance to 
observe that our Lord, by his presence in the synagogue 
and in the temple, respected its appointed worship, when 
it had lost its meaning for the great body of the people 
who joined in it ; and that the apostles, who believed that 
the peculiar institutions of Judaism were abolished by the 
work of Christ, continued to join in the temple service 
until in the providence of God the destruction of the 
temple itself made the practice no longer possible. 

II. — The advantages enjoyed by those who pay a due 
regard to the Sanctuary now claim our attention. 

1. And first, there is that which attaches to the observ- 
ance of any season of stated worship. Eeligion by no 
means consists in the perfunctory performance of what 
are called religious duties. It is a life, and they know 
nothing of its nature or its power who think that they can 
be religious by a mere periodical observance of seasons of 
devotion. Every act of a man's life should be a religious 
act, in this sense, that it should be performed in obedience 
to the divine will, and with a reference, conscious or 
unconscious, to the divine approbation. We are com- 
manded to pray without ceasing, by which we understand, 
not that our knees are always to be bent in prayer, or our 
lips employed unceasingly in uttering words of supplica- 
tion, or even that our thoughts should be always directed 
•towards heaven, but that we should live in the habit of 
prayer— that our spirits should be bathed in prayer as 
their native element — that the tone of our minds should 
be such that at any moment we may be able to turn our 
thoughts towards our heavenly Father. Take a child into 
the fields to play when he is too young to feel happy away 
from the reach of your care. His thoughts run out upon 
a hundred things. All the sights and sounds of nature in 
turns catch his attention. Now he will fill his lap 
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with flowers, then gathering them to his bosom he will 
ran and hide behind a tree, or throw a stone into the 
pool and watch the rippling circles as they widen on its 
surface, the next moment he is bounding forward to the 
place whence the lark soaring upward with a burst of song 
has just risen, but all the time he keeps turning to see 
that you are near, and by these constant glances towards 
you beseeches unceasingly your care and notice. Just 
thus would the apostle have us be towards God. He would 
have us look to Him in our daily employments to reassure 
our hearts of his approval — run to Him at the first ap- 
proach of danger, and by a single breath of supplication 
implore his help — ask pardon in a sigh for transgression 
the moment it is brought to mind, and in the midst of our 
mirth glance towards Him to make sure that His smile is 
one element in its sweetness. Beligion thus becomes the 
ground tone of all life's joyous or serious music, not al- 
ways heard, but always there to hear if our attention be 
directed to it. When the harmony of all our thoughts 
and feelings with the purposes and emotions of piety shall 
have become perfect, there may be even less consciousness 
than now of purposed direction of the mind and heart to* 
wards God. Such direction will have become so habitual 
that we shall cease to attend to it. Blessed hour, when 
that unconscious and perfect goodness, of which the inno- 
cence of childhood is the emblem, shall be ours ! But it 
is contrary to all human experience to imagine that our 
hearts can be kept rightly disposed towards God, and 
habits of dependence and gratitude be formed in us, unless 
by recurring engagements forced upon us from without, 
we are sometimes constrained to think of Him when 
otherwise we should have been indisposed to do so. The 
more public these engagements are, the more likely are 
they to serve this purpose. The resolutions we make to 
set apart certain seasons for private worship may be bro- 
ken without attracting notice, but we know if we absent 
ourselves from public worship that our omission will be 
observed, and that our neglect will have a bad influence 
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upon those about us. Thus we are often prevented from 
neglecting public worship, by motives which however 
inferior to the best, are of value when the best fail to 
operate ; and not seldom when we have dragged ourselves 
unwillingly to the house of God, has conscience been 
aroused from its slumber, our hearts have been rebuked 
for their indifference, penitence has followed, and hunger 
and thirst have been created by the display of the pro- 
visions of God's house. Thus it has happened, that we 
who went for nothing but to escape the censure of man, 
have come back humbled for our coldness ; but rejoicing 
in the mercy that constrained our reluctant feet to enter 
into the courts of the Lord. 

2. But the necessity for stated seasons and formal 
acts of both public and private worship lies in the 
fact, that without such, men are apt to forget God 
altogether. We may accept this as a statement of a 
fact of extensive bearing, that in proportion as the 
evidences of our obligations are less sensible do we need 
to be reminded of them by formal acts. The truth of this 
statement is witnessed by the customs of society. Chil- 
dren are not required to approach their parents with 
formal expressions of affection and respect. , Their depen- 
dence is so obvious, being forced upon their notice daily, 
that a considerable degree of intimacy and familiarity may 
be allowed without any danger of their forgetting their 
position. The obligations of a servant to his master are 
not so striking; indeed some think, though very erro- 
neously, that the servant is not more obliged than the 
master, hence the customs of society do not permit the 
same familiarity between master and servant as between 
parent and child, and require that the master should be 
approached with expressions of respect. The obligations 
of a subject to his sovereign are still less evident to the 
superficial observer, and consequently the sovereign is 
not allowed to be approached without many expressions 
of reverence. There is sound philosophy in all this. The 
ceremonial observances of society cannot be dispensed 
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with so long as men are so much the creatures of their, 
own senses. The world has learnt this through the teach- 
ing of a dear bought experience. To apply it to the 
matter in hand, man's dependence upon God is only 
obvious when the eye of reason is illumined by the light 
of faith. His senses never remind him of his obligations 
to the Divine Being. If the fool say in his heart, There is 
no God, neither his eye nor his ear will ever contradict 
him. Hence to preserve the remembrance of our obliga- 
tions to God, the most frequent and studied acts of worship 
are necessary. 

3. Were there however, no other reason to enforce the 
duty of worship than the example of Christ and of inspired 
men, their practice should admonish us of our need of 
regular and constant habits of devotion. Isaac went, as 
doubtless was his wont, to meditate in the fields at even- 
tide. Morning and evening sacrifices daily reminded the 
children of Israel of their dependence upon God. David 
prayed morning, noon, and night ; and Daniel, so highly 
favoured, was a man of singularly constant habits of 
devotion. Nathanael, when he was called by the Saviour 
from the seclusion of his fig tree, came from a retreat in 
which he had long been learning that integrity of heart 
which made him an Israelite, in whom was no guile. 
Peter and John went up, as was their custom, into the 
temple to pray ; and our Lord himself lived in the practice 
of prayer more than they all. The gospels are far indeed 
from representing him as neglecting the active duties of 
life to spend his days in prayer ; but they intimate very 
clearly, that prayer was the element in which he lived. 
Again and again, we read of his going into a mountain or 
a desert place for prayer. The knowledge of his accus- 
tomed place of retirement helped the traitor in the 
execution of his purpose, and at a much earlier period 
of his disciple's acquaintance with him, when he had risen 
a great while before day, and departed into a solitary 
place for prayer, his habits were so well known to them, 
that they were able to follow and find him, Mark i. 86. 
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Surely it should be a sufficient persuasive to form us to 
habits of devotion, that our great Exemplar was known 
by those associated with him, to live a life of prayer. If 
erer a plausible case could have been made out for the 
Heedlessness of the practice, that case would have been 
his. If he then, our Lord and Master, to whom the 
Spirit was not given by measure — in whom was no sin, 
and in whose lips no guile was found, who went about 
doing good, who knew that his Father heard him always ; 
if He was thus earnest and constant in prayer, how much 
more need have we to draw near to God, and in everything 
by prayer and supplication, with, thanksgiving, to make 
our requests known unto him. 

Our entire dependence upon God for life and health, 
and every other temporal blessing, the wants and perils 
of those with whose welfare our happiness is bound up, 
the acknowledged feebleness of our good desires, the 
strength of our bias to evil, and of the temptations which 
call it into action, our constant need of forgiveness, and 
of the healthful grace of God's Holy Spirit, all plead the 
urgent necessity of our being instant in prayer : and had 
we no sins to be forgiven, no temptations to meet, no 
blindness to be enlightened, no nakedness to be clothed, 
no poverty to be relieved, it would still become us some- 
times to steal away from the scene of our happy activity, 
that we might pour into our Father's ear the grateful 
utterances of overflowing and thankful hearts. 

These examples and the strain of appeal which they 
have suggested, apply more immediately to private prayer ; 
but they are of almost equal force when urged as a plea 
for attendance upon the Sanctuary. The advantages of 
public prayer are not however all strictly the same as 
those resulting from private devotion. Neither was in- 
tended to supersede the other, and neither therefore can 
under ordinary circumstances, stand in place of the other. 
In the seclusion of our own chamber we can give expres- 
sion to our emotions in any way we please. We need 
observe no order, either in our thoughts or utterances, 
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but such as if necessary to keep oar minds steadily fatd 
on the objects of faith. We can be silent or speak just 
as our feelings prompt. Then is the time for pouring 
out before God all the hidden confidences of the heart, 
which are kept for his ear alone. But in the Sanctuary 
we think of ourselves more as members of a community, 
we confess our common sins, beseech a common mercy, 
and rejoice in a common salvation. We no longer regard 
ourselves as alone with God j but as bending with a family 
of worshippers at his feet, and our hearts are enlarged to 
feel, as perhaps we cannot feel elsewhere, for the wants 
and frailties of all our brethren. If indeed the necessities 
of public worship require the strictest order, and much of 
uniformity in the regulation of its services, this is more 
than compensated by the fulness and depth of tone which 
are given to every expression. The united utterances of 
a multitude of worshippers are available for the expres- 
sion of the feelings and desires of each. The gratitude 
which struggles in vain to find expression when we are alone, 
avails itself of the gratitude of a thousand hearts as it 
rises in a tide of thanksgiving and song towards the throne 
of the Giver of all good ; the desires which are cold and 
feeble in the closet, are kindled anew by the united ardour 
of many hearts ; our convictions are deepened by the 
consciousness that they are shared by others, and our 
hopes are raised when we hear them re-echoed on every 
side. The soldier's heart may quail with fear as he stands 
solitary beside his watch fire on the eve of battle ; but 
when the trumpet calls the host from its slumbers, and 
marshals them for the fight, then fear is banished by the 
courage, eagerness, and hope, which animate every 
bosom. 

4. Nor should it be forgotten, that in the Sanctuary the 
preaching of the Word of God is a means of instruction, and 
an excitement to duty not to be obtained elsewhere. The 
words of a book can seldom stir us so much as the living 
tones of the preacher : besides, the book can be dosed and 
thrown aside as soon aa ever its interest diminishes, or the 
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attention of the reactor is diverted to other objects ; but 
in the house of God, he is compelled to keep the attitude 
of a listener, and thus an opportunity is afforded for his 
attention to be regained, his emotions kindled, and his sym- 
pathies excited, in reference to the things he is disinclined 
to heed. How many must ascribe, not only some of their 
deepest impressions of divine truth, but the most valuable 
restraints upon their conduct, their chief aids to the resis- 
tance of temptation, their holiest purposes, their best 
solace in sorrow, and their most effectual relief from the 
pressure of care and anxiety, to the instructions and conso- 
lations of the Sanctuary. 

In the case of multitudes, a respect for the Sanctuary 
represents the last hold of religious influence upon them, 
and this tie snapt, they are sent adrift, to the ruin of every 
moral and religious feeling. The real value of attendance 
upon public worship is easily recognised in such cases as 
these ; but the benefits which all owe to the Sanctuary, 
are not the less real, that they are not always thus palpa- 
ble. The question is not whether we owe more to the 
services of the Sanctuary, or more to the exercises of the 
closet ; but whether without a customary attendance upon 
the former, the latter would not Boon be neglected. 

HI. — Let us notice now, some of the pleas that are 
occasionally urged in defence of the neglect of the 
Sanctuary. 

1. It is very much the fashion in some quarters to 
affect a high tone of morality in urging excuses for irreli- 
gion; and if some writers are to be believed, it is on 
moral grounds that many absent themselves from places 
of worship. They feel it a sacred duty to take their 
pleasure on the Lord's day ; the services of the sanctuary 
are not sufficiently elevating to meet their wants — an 
assembly of their fellow creatures is not so worthy of 
their sympathy as the animal creation; they prefer the 
cries of cattle, the songs of birds, and the hum of insects, 
to the praises and supplications of those who have been 
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made a little lower than the angels. Giro them not the 
temple made by men's hands ; but God's holy temple of 
nature, lighted by the glorious son, canopied over by the 
bine vault of heaven, vocal with the praises of animated 
nature, and fragrant with the incense of countless flowers ! 
They forget that this is not a temple, that this world was 
made for a dwelling place for man, as man was made for 
a habitation of God. There is profound truth, as well as 
quaint beauty in these lines of Herbert : — 

What house more stately hath there been. 
Or can there be, than is Man ? to whose creation 
All things are in decay I 

For man is everything, 
And more, * • * • » 



For us the winds do blow, 
The earth doth rest, — heaven more, — and fountains flow ; 

Nothing we see but means our good, 

As our delight, or as our treasure ! 
The whole is either our cupboard of food, 

Or cabinet of pleasure. 

The stars hare us to bed- 
Night draws the curtains which the sun withdraws 
Music and light attend our head- 
All things unto our flesh are kind 
In their descent and being ; to our mind 
In their ascent and cause. 



More servants wait on man 
Then he'll take notice of. In every path 
He treads down that which doth befriend him. 
When sickness makes him pale and wan. 
Oh, mighty love ! Man is one world, and hath 
Another to attend him. 

Since then my God, thou hast 
So brave a palace built ; Oh dwell in it, 

That it may dwell with thee at last 1 

Till then afford us so much wit, 
That as the world serves us, we may serve thee— 

And both thy servants be. 
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• A man may worship God surrounded by the beauties of 
creation, but he worships him alone. The loveliest or 
grandest scene in nature is no more God's temple than the 
humblest garret. Nature worships God only when man, 
acting as her high-priest, interprets her groans and aspi- 
rations into spiritual language ; and if he have no devout 
feelings in his heart, nature is as dumb in God's praise 
as though the atheist's folly were the highest truth ; for 
nature only worships God in man. The praises which the 
pious mind hears rising from every part of God's wide 
domain are only the echoes of its own emotions inspired 
by the thoughts of God, embodied in the various works of 
creation. Let a man forsake the temple framed of living 
stones, for what he pleases to call the temple of nature, but 
let him remember that he is as solitary in his worship as 
when shut up in his chamber ; and it argues very little for 
a man's benevolent feeling, or for his intelligent appre- 
hension of God's sublimest works, if he does not feel it his 
greatest delight to worship in the company of those who 
share his burdens, his sorrows, and his joys, and on whom 
God has stamped the impress of his own image. 

But in reality this is an excuse, and is, as all excuses are, 
a sham and a lie. The multitudes who neglect the house of 
God, do so, simply because they have no desire to worship, 
" God is not in all their thoughts." With very few excep- 
tions they are as much strangers to the habit of secret 
prayer as they are to the custom of attending public 
worship. They are " lovers of pleasure more than lovers of 
God." The very men who neglect the ordinances of the 
Sanctuary under the pretext of communing with God 
amongst the works of his hand, think less of his wisdom, 
power, and beneficence, than those who are perpetually 
reminded in the services of God's house, that all things 
come of Him, " for whose glory they are and were created.' 
Even if they were sincere in seeking to know the mind 
and will of God, they could not find the same satisfaction 
in the revelation which creation affords that may be found 
in the Sanctuary. No voice in nature tells how man may 
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be just with his Maker, or where the conscience may lose 
its burden of guilt ; the flowers that grow over the graves 
of the departed, whisper no promise of re-union, for if the 
life and joy of spring seem to sing of a resurrection, autumn, 
with its fading perishing beauty, sighs no less audibly over 
inevitable decay. Nor is that even which may be known 
of God from nature's teaching unambiguously discovered, 
for suffering and death mingled as they are with all the life 
and joy of the visible world, weaken their testimony to the 
goodness of the Creator ; and not until, with Asaph, we go 
into the Sanctuary of God, where the darkest problems of 
life meet with all needful solution, and understand how " by 
one man, Bin entered into the world, and death by sin, for 
that all have sinned," are our doubts dispelled, and our 
hopes in the divine goodness confirmed. Before dismissing 
this topic we beseech the reader honestly to answer these 
questions. Where has he received his most salutary inv 
pressions P Where has he had those convictions wrought in 
his mind which have exercised the most beneficial restraint 
upon his conduct P and where have his devoutest feelings 
been called forth P Has it been when roaming in the fields 
on the Lord's day, or when he has been found a worship- 
per in God's house P We have sufficient confidence as to 
what the answer will be to claim it as a confirmation of our 
argument. 

2. Another plea often urged to excuse the neglect of the 
Sanctuary, is that its services are dull, and its preaching 
uninteresting. In respect to places where the Liturgy is 
used, the former part at least of this plea cannot be accepted 
as valid. Certainly the dulness cannot be in a service which 
thousands of the most devout and gifted men that have ever 
lived, have used almost daily with profit and delight. A 
form of prayer to those who bring to it neither mind nor 
heart, may be cold and uninteresting, but it is not neoes- 
- sarily a mere formality. Men, whose sense of need is always 
strong, who constantly feel their dependence upon divine 
mercy, and whose feelings of gratitude are renewed with 
every journey of the sun, will not crave for new forms of 
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expression, though they might resent any attempt to 
deprive them of their liberty to use them. If you have 
been habituated to use a form of prayer, you may rely 
upon it that it is not use that has made it unprofitable ; if 
you have not been accustomed to use it, and by early asso* 
ciation and training have acquired a distaste for it ; then 
indeed, your failing to enjoy it, may be ascribed to other 
causes than the lack of a devotional spirit. In such a case* 
the ground of our appeal is shifted. This is not the place 
to balance the mutual advantages and disadvantages of a 
liturgy and of free prayer, nor is it our aim to lead any 
one to change the mode of public worship to which he has 
been accustomed. There are, however, few nonconformist 
places of worship, where the service of extempore prayer 
is not sufficiently orderly, scriptural, and devout, to express 
the feelings of any worshipper who is free from pre* 
judice, and disposed to join heartily in the service. The 
minister is often blamed, as the liturgy is often blamed, for 
what should not be laid to their charge. Men should enter 
the Sanctuary to worship, not that they may be moved to 
worship. It is, indeed, a fact, that their emotions are often 
kindled by what they see and hear, but they should go to 
swell the tide of praise and prayer, as well as to be borne 
upward on it. When men have seldom or never attended 
public worship, and possibly these pages may meet the eye 
of such i they ought in all justice to ascribe the dulness of 
the service less to its inherent defects, than to their own 
want of a worshipping spirit. If, as is almost universally 
the case with such, they are living in the neglect of secret 
prayer, they need not wonder that the service of the Sane* 
tuary fails to enlist their sympathies and to engage their 
attention and interest. They are spectators and listeners, 
rather than worshippers; their minds, therefore, fail to 
apprehend, as their hearts fail to feel, that beauty, force, 
and appropriateness whioh would be recognised at once by 
a devout mind. They have to learn to pray, and prayer is 
an exercise, in whioh, as in everything else, practice is 
necessary to success. Let such join in supplicating Him 
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" who is more ready to hear than we to pray, and is wont to 
give us more than either we desire or deserve/' " that by 
his holy inspiration, they may think those things that be 
good, and by his merciful guiding may perform the same/* 
and it will be found that the service which now is cold and 
uninteresting, will become full of life and power. 

Much that has been said in reference to public worship, 
applies also to preaching. The word fails to profit, not 
only because it is not mixed with faith in them that hear 
it, but because there is a distaste for it. The very same 
words which to some, for the instruction, rebuke, or comfort, 
they convey, shall appear almost as though the preacher 
had been inspired to utter them, to others shall seem most 
trite and uninteresting ; they wanting that experience of 
their own need and of God's love, which would give fresh- 
ness and power to the oldest themes. Very frequently 
sufficient attention is not given to comprehend the subject 
of the discourse. No one would expect to find a lecture on 
natural science, either interesting or intelligible, without 
giving to it a fair measure of attention; nor is it reason- 
able to expect that a pulpit discourse, which aims to 
instruct the mind as well as to move the heart, can accom- 
plish its purpose without some effort on the part of the 
hearer to apprehend and follow it. The charge so often 
laid against the pulpit that the language used in it is 
abstruse, full of technicalities, and otherwise unlike the 
ordinary speech of men, was never less true than it is now. 
There is a language more or less peculiar to the pulpit, as 
the subjects on which it treats are lamentably foreign to 
the ordinary thoughts and speech of men, but the charge 
of unintelligibleness is generally an idle excuse, for it is an 
undeniable fact, that some of the preachers who have been 
most popular, and who certainly have not failed to make 
themselves understood, have made the freest use of that 
very peculiar phraseology which is so frequently com- 
plained of. It may be said, however, is it not the preacher's 
duty to excite interest, to arouse attention, to alarm the 
careless, and to win the indifferent P It doubtless is, but 
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the careless and inattentive are not, therefore, to lay the 
blame of their indifference altogether upon his shoulders ; 
as well might the sick charge their physicians with being 
the authors of their maladies, when their skill fails to effect 
a cure. The power to hold men interested on topics which 
are unwelcome ; to win attention and produce conviction 
in minds that are strongly prejudiced against the speaker's 
views and aims, is a gift comparatively rare. To a thought- 
ful man who has any experimental acquaintance with the 
difficulties a preacher has to overcome in accomplishing his 
work, the wonder will be, not that we have so few effective 
preachers, but so many. But it is not our province to 
defend the pulpit. Under ordinary circumstances it is not 
difficult to find teaching at once sound and interesting j and 
even when the preaching is inefficient, there is still the 
devotional service, and we should go to the Sanctuary at 
least as much for the sake of its worship as for the sake of 
its instruction. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

8H0WS HOW BBVEBENCB FOB THB 8ANCTUABY SHOULD BB 
EXEMPLIFIED. 

The foregoing pages have been written to no purpose 
if they have not left such an impression on the reader's 
mind of the veneration and affection he owes to the house 
of God, as will dispose him to give his serious attention to 
the practical directions contained in this chapter. It is to 
win attention to these, that this book has been written ; 
and should they commend themselves to the reader's 
judgment, as rules that ought to guide his conduct in 
reference to the Sanctuary, whether they do so from 
the reasons here assigned or for others suggested to his 
own mind, will be of comparatively little importance. 

L — Though it is the least, yet it is by no means an in- 
signi6oant part of our duty in reference to the house of 
(rod, to see that its services want nothing necessary to their 
being maintained in a decent and becoming manner, and that 
it be kept from the profanation of degrading associations. 

1. It is no superstitious reverence that is pleaded for. 
In strict truth, a material edifice is in itself neither sacred 
nor profane. The temple which to the idolator is the 
holiest spot on earth, to the christian is as hateful as a 
den of unclean beasts. It is by the force of association 
that places acquire any sanctity in our regards. That 
they do so, we must accept as a fact, and endeavour to 
turn that fact to the best account we may. The sacred- 
ness which we would attach to every Sanctuary, is justified 
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by reasons similar to those by which we justify the vener- 
ation felt for such a place as Westminster Hall, the history 
of which would almost be the history of the English nation ; 
or for the house in which our parents lived, and which is 
hallowed by the recollection of their virtues, and of the 
innocent joys of our own happy childhood. It is not the 
place that is sacred or venerable ; bat the history or recoi» 
lections, with which it is inseparably associated, or the 
purpose to which it is devoted. The meanest Sanctuary 
that was ever reared, is a standing monument of the piety 
and seal for God, which prompted its erection; and as 
such, as a memorial of the power of some of the purest 
feelings of which human nature is capable, deserves oar 
respect. If the building be lavish and costly to excess, yet 
if it has been made so from a feeling of loving self-sacrifice, 
and with a view to do honour to the God whose name is 
invoked there, we should reverence it for the sake of the 
feeling of which it is the expression. On the other hand, 
though it be plain even to ugliness, but is associated 
with the heart-struggles of men who have handed down 
to us freedom and purity of worship, or with the pure lives 
and faithful preaching of the champions of our faith, or 
with the humble piety of successive generations ; for the 
sake of these, despite its ugliness, let it be held dear and 
sacred. To enter such places with irreverent feet, is not 
to profane them, but to trample upon some of our best 
feelings — feelings which would do us service in that hour 
of need when the sympathy that reaches us from the past 
strengthens the mind, and nerves it for endurance. The 
true consecration of a place of worship is complete only 
when it is taken down; when it has been the birth-place of 
immortal souls, and the scene of manifold refreshings from 
the presence of the most High ; when it has been watered 
with the tears of penitence, and has been filled with the 
incense of prayer and with the music of thanksgiving. 
But the newest Sanctuary is at once invested with sacred* 
ness by the thought of the Being to whose worship it is 
set apart, and of the pious hopes with which it has been 
erected. 
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Now if we would cherish those emotions and purposes 
which are excited in us by the thought of God's presence ; 
if we would keep one place on earth free from the intrusion 
of our petty cares and vexations ; if we would avail our- 
selves of every help to shut out the world of sense, that 
we may fix our attention upon the realities of faith ; if we 
rejoice to have any hours in our lives when eternity is 
more to us than time, when its substantial hopes appear 
in favourable contrast to the fashion of the world which 
passeth away, and when the distinctions which separate 
men are forgotten in their common relationship to our 
Father in heaven ; then let us carefully guard the Sanctu- 
ary wherein we worship from any uses which may break 
the spell that its sacred associations throw over us. 
Further, this law of association, by which we account for 
the succession of our thoughts, should teach us to gather 
around us in the Sanctuary everything suggestive of holy 
thoughts, and fitted to excite grateful feelings. Our 
buildings should be distinct in style and decoration from 
all that are associated either with business or recreation, 
that through every sense we may be reminded that we are 
in a house of prayer. There is a tendency in some quarters 
at the present day to carry this feeling to preposterous and 
superstitious extravagance, but this should not hinder the 
recognition of it so far as it is sound. Let it be observed 
as a principle, that a healthy tone of thought and feeling 
in the worshippers is the end to be aimed at; that in itself 
the building is nothing, that all its sacredness is derived 
from them, and from the peculiar nature of their engage- 
ments when assembled in it; and then there will be no fear 
of falling into extravagant and superstitious extremes. 

2. The same feeling which should lead us to guard the 
Sanctuary from every degrading association, should make 
us forward to contribute whatever may be necessary to 
maintain the order and efficiency of its services. If we are 
anxious that every situation of responsibility in our govern- 
ment should be filled by thoroughly qualified men; if we 
feel it our duty to secure the best instruction for our 
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ohildren in all secular learning and graceful accomplish- 
ments ; if we are willing to purchase at great cost what- 
ever may minister to our mental improvement, our personal 
comfort, and our social pleasures ; how much more anxious 
should we be to secure the services of such pastors and 
teachers, as shall be qualified by their piety and training, 
to give instruction on the most important of all subjects, 
counsel in the gravest of difficulties, and solace in the 
most poignant of sorrows. There can be little love for the 
Sanctuary, and little reverence for it as the centre and 
source of holy and humanising influences, when its minis- 
ters are supported with a niggardly hand ; when its fabric 
is suffered to remain in a state in which we should blush 
to see our own dwellings ; or when its service of song is 
celebrated in a manner offensive to good taste and right 
feeling, and simply from the want of such instruction, skill, 
and appliances, as money could purchase. Would that 
there were a little more of that feeling amongst us, which 
made David uneasy that he should live in a house of cedar, 
while the ark of God was dwelling in curtains. Would 
that there were a little more of that spontaneous willing- 
hood with which the people of his day brought of their 
substance to the service of the house of the Lord ! The 
way to improvement is for every man to do his duty 
generously towards his own minister and his own church. 
— Beader, will you P 

II. — Another way of showing our reverence for the 
Sanctuary is by constant and regular attendance in our 
own place of worship, 

1. Our own Sanctuary should have that same magnetic 
attraction for us that is found in our own home. Every 
right-minded man will feel it his duty and delight to be at 
home as much as his circumstances will permit ; at least, 
he will find his pleasures in the circle of his own family. 
The calls of business, or of health, or of other important 
duties, may compel him to leave his home sometimes, but 
he will seldom or never seek his pleasures away from 
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home; apart, tliat is, from the society of those be lores 
beat ; and the more imperative and frequent bit calls of 
absence, the stronger will be bis determination to avail 
himself of every opportunity of enjoying the intercourse 
from which he is so often debarred. We ought to have 
similar feelings in reference to our own place of worship. 
There, if any where, a true spiritual sympathy awaits us, 
and is expected from us ; there, if anywhere, are found 
those who will most readily extenuate our faults, and hold 
out the hand of forgiveness to us. That this is, or should 
be so, is witnessed by the fact that men always complain 
most of harsh judgments and unkind conduct, when they 
come from those with whom they are accustomed to wor- 
ship ; they feel that they have been wounded where they 
had reason to expect fellow-feeling, just as naturally as 
they would expect it from their own families. Doubtless 
they are right ; the relationship which holds men together 
on the ground of a common Sanctuary is real and holy, 
having peculiar privileges, and imposing peculiar duties. 
On the very same principle on which the apostle John 
says, " He that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, 
how can he love God whom he hath not seen?" 1 John iv. 
20, we may also say that if a man love not his brother 
whom he hath seen — if towards him his heart goes not 
forth in friendliness — how can he love him whom he hath 
not seen — entertain, that is, any but the most romantic and 
unpractical benevolence for the rest of mankind. To pre- 
tend to live in christian charity with all who love the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and at the same time to be indifferent 
to those to whom we are united by common acts of worship 
and communion, is verily a pretence. We owe it to them 
to encourage them by our presence, and to give them 
visible assurance of our affection and our prayero, as we 
look for a return of christian help and encouragement 
from them. 

The habit of rambling from one place to another, to hear 
this or that preacher, is most pernicious. It festers 
a craving for novelty and excitement, which is always 
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sufficiently strong, and so dissipates the mind, that it is 
rendered unfit for joining in aets of devotion. In a strange 
place of worship, where the service is conducted by an un- 
familiar voice, there is more to draw off our thoughts from 
the unseen Presence, than in our own Sanctuary, where 
nothing unusual appeals to eye or ear; and though we 
may be sensible of unwonted elevations of feeling under 
the ministrations of a stranger, generally this is more the 
strange fire of excitement, than the pure flame of devo- 
tional feeling. 

2. Further, desultory attendance at our own Sanctuary, 
destroys that sympathy between the minister and the 
hearer, which is helpful to both. It is an advantage to the 
preacher to know to whom he will have to speak— their 
troubles, temptations, and wants ; but this is manifestly 
impossible when his congregation is continually shifting. 
On the other hand, it is an advantage to the hearer to 
become familiar with his teacher's modes of thought, as 
then he can understand him more readily. Nor is it 
unimportant to observe, that there is generally a thread 
of connection between the instructions and exhortations 
of one Sabbath and another : and where there exists a sym- 
pathy between the preacher and his hearers, there will be 
a certain correspondence in the movements of their minds, 
they will grow with his growth, and be prepared to enrich 
themselves from his experience of truth. Besides, it is 
every minister's aim to observe something like proportion 
in his teaching, to make it in this respect the mirror of 
God's word, exhibiting those truths in greater prominence 
which are there declared to be of most importance, and 
endeavouring within a certain space of time to give a 
general view of the whole counsel of God ; but the benefit 
of all this care upon the part of the pastor to vary the 
pasture of his flock, and to give them every kind of 
nourishment necessary to their spiritual health and 
growth, is entirely lost to those silly sheep which are 
always wandering out of the reach of his voice. 
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HI.— 'Early attendance at the Sanctuary is another in* 
dioation of right feeling in regard to its claims. 

1. •' O God, thou art my God ; early will I seek thee : 
my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a 
dry and thirsty land, where no water is ; to see thy power 
and thy glory, so as I have seen them in the Sanctuary." 
Pa. lxiii, 1. These words express the Psalmist's affection 
for the Sanctuary, and indicate a state of feeling in regard 
to it, widely different to that shewn by those " laggard feet 
which rob God of half His praise/' To see a whole con- 
gregation seated quietly in their places, waiting in devout 
expectation for the falling of the bell, or the striking of the 
hour, which is the signal for the service to begin, were 
a comely sight; then truly might it be said, "Praise 
waiteth for thee, O God, in Sion !" But where is this the 
case P Where is the worshipping assembly which during 
the earlier part of the service is not disturbed by the 
entrance of those who have come too lateP At church* 
if these late-comers have had the decency to wait until 
the congregation have risen from their knees, what a stir 
is caused by their hurrying to their places as the first 
doxology is said or sung ; whilst strangers are often left 
to stand and unable to take part in the service, with any 
comfort, until the second lesson. In many chapels, not 
more than half the congregation hear the announcement 
of the first hymn, many enter while it is being sung, or 
during the reading of the Scriptures ; and sometimes a 
few, who have not arrived until the doors are closed for 
prayer, will steal in at its close, when the strictly devo- 
tional part of the service is all over. Some people are 
strangely insensible to the outrage upon all reverence 
and decency of which they are guilty, when they carry 
their habitual want of punctuality to the house of God, 
They seem to have the same horror of being early in the 
Sanctuary, that they have at being the first arrivals in a 
fashionable party ; but whatever absurd rules fashion 
may lay down for the regulation of her votaries, she 
should have no jurisdiction in the house of God ; besides 
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the habit of being too late there, is as much condemned 
by good taste as by religious feeling. 

Late attendance is dishonouring to God. To keep a 
superior waiting is always and rightly considered, a mark 
of disrespect— conduct to be explained and apologised for 
even when unavoidable. Nor is such conduct held excusable 
because it may have been productive of no inconvenience 
to the person towards whom it is shown. It is not for 
the inconvenience it occasions, so much as for the dis- 
courtesy manifested, in making ourselves and our own 
affairs of first consideration, that such behaviour is held 
reprehensible. Now it would really seem as though some 
individuals presumed upon "the ear that is ever open,' 1 and 
the " Lo, I am with you always, " to slight the majesty of 
Him whose presence they engage themselves to honor at 
certain seasons of stated worship. The return of the hour 
of public worship is the recurrence of a standing engage- 
ment (if the expression may be pardoned) with the Most 
High, and they are guilty of great irreverence, and shew 
an astounding insensibility to the priority of His claims 
upon their time over all others, who let any trifle interfere 
to prevent their being found in their places at the hour 
when His worship is appointed to begin. Oar appeal is 
made to the feeling of the reader, as to whether there is 
'not something highly dishonouring to God, in the slight 
put upon His worship by the remissness to which we are 
referring. We cannot apply the ordinary rules of courtesy 
and respect observed in society to the intercourse of men 
with their Maker, without feeling how inadequate they are 
to measure the reverence we owe Him, or to demonstrate 
the guilt of any carelessness or indifference in our 
behaviour towards Him ; but the effect of this should be 
not to weaken the force of those rules when so applied, 
but to increase it. No argument will convince us that our 
late attendance at the Sanctuary is a dishonour to God, if 
our instinctive feeling does not instantly pronounce it 
such. "Them that honour me, I will honour; and they 
that despise me, shall be lightly esteemed." 1 Sam. ii. 30^ 
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were words spoken, be it remembered, of those who had 
forgotten what was due to the Sanctuary of their fathers. 
2. Late attendance is an injustice to that part of the 
congregation which has assembled in time. The air of 
solemnity which should rest upon the assembly, is dis- 
turbed by the noise of footsteps along the aisles and 
galleries. The attention of the worshippers is diverted 
by persons passing to their places, or by the apprehension 
that they will be disturbed in their devotions to make 
way for whoever may be shown into their pew. Very often 
the voice of the officiating minister is almost drowned in 
the noise and confusion thus created, to his own annoy, 
anoe and grief, as well as to the injury of those whose 
worship he is conducting. Any one accustomed to observe 
the movements of his own mind, will have learnt how 
slight are the causes which will sometimes be sufficient to 
throw it off a train of thought, or to stop the current of 
its emotions. It is difficult enough to fix our thoughts 
upon the unseen, and to make our imagination the hand- 
maid to our faith, when assisted by a solemn stillness, 
unbroken but by the words which give direction to our 
thoughts, or by the responses in which our feelings find 
expression ; to keep the mind collected, and its attention 
sustained in the midst of noise and disorder, is more than 
most persons are capable of, unless trained to it by rigor- 
ous necessity. It is hard indeed, then, that those who 
have come to the house of God with the desire to enjoy, 
undisturbed, its whole service of prayer and praise, should 
be robbed of their expected privilege by the carelessness 
and irreverence of those who love so little the gates of 
Zion. Strangers and late-comers often Bpeak somewhat 
severely of the discourtesy shewn them in places of 
worship. The charge is rarely true, and we have often 
wondered at the patience with which people submit to be 
disturbed by those whose thoughtlessness calls off their 
attention from the most solemn and affecting parts of public 
worship. If this matter were only seen in its right light, all 
who care to enter the Sanctuary, would care to do so in 
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good time ; and when unavoidably detained until after the 
service has began, would wait until some movement in the 
congregation, or some break in the order of the service, 
would allow of their finding a place without creating a 
disturbance. 

8. But not only is late attendance an injustice to those 
who have assembled themselves in time for the commence- 
ment of the service ; but it* is an injury and loss to those 
who are guilty of it. Unless they are very old and 
reckless offenders, they will enter the house of God dis- 
composed, both by the haste they have made to reach it, 
and by the observation which they draw upon themselves 
in passing to their places. There is no time for collecting 
their thoughts, the service is going on, and they must 
hasten to join in it. They have arrived too late perhaps for 
the confession, or to hear the promise of that mercy which 
endureth for ever ; what wonder then, that their hearts 
are unfitted to join in the burst of praise which follows : 
or if the Sanctuary be of the congregational order, 
what wonder that they are unable to catch the key- 
note of the strain of extempore prayer, when they were 
too late for the Psalm, or scarcely heard any of the 
portion of Scripture that was read, much less entered 
into its meaning and spirit. Unrelieved from the pres- 
sure of earthly care and anxiety, and with the load 
of guilt unrolled away from their consciences, it is only 
natural that they should not find that comfort and joy 
in the service they had expected ; unprepared for the ser- 
mon, they profit but little under it, and leave the house of 
God deprived of those soothing, strengthening influences 
which they would have found there had they only been in 
time. Had they been there before the service began, 
and employed the few minutes of expectation in silent 
prayer, for the spirit of grace and supplication to come 
down on the congregation ; or in meditation upon God's 
mercies since last they were in his house ; or in affec- 
tionate intercession in behalf of some strangers to the 
grace of God ; or in behalf of others suffering under a 
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more than usual burden of sorrow ; then with what 
different feelings had they entered into the service. Their 
confession of sin had been the result of a m thoughtful 
recollection of unworthiness ; their entreaties for mercy 
had been dictated by conscious need ; their thanksgivings 
had been filled with the melody of the heart ; and their 
intercessions had been inspired by a knowledge of the 
wants of their fellow creatures brought fresh to their 
remembrance. ' 

Such are the advantages of being in time, to those who 
are disposed to avail themselves of them. Nor is it difficult 
for any persons who have the command of their own time, 
always to be in the House of God when the service begins. 
There are some persons who are habitually five or ten 
minutes too late ; manifestly, all they have to do is just to 
begin their preparation for going so many minutes earlier 
than they are accustomed to do. Experience should teach 
them that they have not allowed themselves sufficient time. 
There are others who fall into this practice from a want of 
punctual habits. Whatever the appointments they make, 
or whatever the engagements they have to meet, through 
want of forethought, or from a miscalculation of what 
they can accomplish within a certain space of time, 
they are almost invariably behind. If they would begin 
by forming habits of punctuality in reference to the 
Sanctuary, those habits would extend their influence over 
all their engagements, and would save them numberless 
vexations, discomforts, and disappointments. The secret 
of punctuality is always to allow a margin of a few 
minutes in our arrangements for keeping an engagement, 
to cover any little detentions which no foresight can pro- 
vide against ; and to be firm in resisting any improper 
encroachment upon the time that is already set apart for 
the accomplishment of a fixed purpose. 

We cannot pass from this subject without remarking 
that it is by no means a trifling matter. It involves the 
comfort of thousands of congregations and the welfare of 
millions of souls. There is no calculation how much goad, 
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impression is lost through the prevalence of this habit of 
late attendance. To know this* and still to persist in the 
practice, instead of strenuously endeavouring to alter, 
indicates no enviable state of feeling in reference to what 
we owe to God and to our fellow-men. It convicts us of 
a disrelish for the provisions of God's house, and of an 
insensibility to the just claims of those with whom we are 
associated in christian worship ; for had we a becoming 
reverence for the Sanctuary, we should take -every pre- 
caution against being even unintentionally too late. 

IV* — Thus far, the illustrations we have given of 
reverence for the Sanctuary, have all borne more or less 
upon the mere act of attendance upon public worship ; we 
now ask attention to a few observations upon the conduct 
and spirit befitting the house of God. All that has been 
hitherto insisted upon as indicating a right feeling in 
referenoe to the Sanctuary, may be satisfied by a mere 
formal and outward compliance ;— ' what is asked now, 
makes demands upon the affections and purposes of the 
heart. " God is a Spirit ; and they that worship him must 
worship him in spirit and in truth." John iv. 24 Only 
those who worship thus are true worshippers. " This people 
draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do 
honour me, but have removed their heart far from me," 
Isaiah zxix. 13, may be said of many, who to the eye of 
man are as devout as they are constant worshippers in the 
Sanctuary. 

When God gave permission to Solomon to raise to his 
glory that temple, which for the magnificence of its 
structure and the splendour of its services has never per- 
haps been surpassed, he took the severest precautions * to 
keep men from abusing His goodness in choosing a special 
dwelling among them, by appearing before Him in their 
sin and defilement. 

Of all that vast edifice which Solomon dedicated to the 
God of his Fathers, the Lord chose for his dwelling only 
* The eabeteaoe of tbie iUaitntion b token from MaeiiUoa. 
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the innermost and most inaccessible shrine. The Holy of 
Holies was the only place in that immense temple which 
could be considered the dwelling-place and temple of the 
God of Israel. The entrance to it was guarded by the 
most awful barriers. First of all, it was surrounded on 
every side by a vast court, beyond which no Gentile foot 
was suffered to pass. Within this was a second court, to 
which only Israelites had the right of approach, and this 
only after they had put away, by appointed sacrifices and 
ablutions, every ceremonial defilement. But there was 
yet a third court, which separated the HolieBt of all from 
the rest of the temple, and there only the priests were 
permitted to enter, when duty called them to present the 
offerings and renew the shewbread upon the sacred table. 
If any other Israelite ventured to approach this sacred 
enclosure, he was Btoned, as guilty of profanation and 
sacrilege ; and when a King of Israel, the rash Uzziah, 
presuming upon his royal dignity, dared to offer incense 
upon its altar, he was instantly covered with leprosy, 
degraded from his royalty, and driven for the rest of his 
days from all intercourse with men. Within all these 
barriers, each guarded by a peculiar sanctity, was the 
Holy of Holies, concealed by an impenetrable veil, inac- 
cessible to every saint, to every prophet, to every minister 
even of the Sanctuary, save to the high priest alone ; and 
even he had no right to enter there, except on one day in 
the year, and then only after the strictest preparation, and 
carrying in his hands the blood of that victim which alone 
opened a way for him into its sacred precincts. 

And what did this Holy of Holies, this place at once so 
dreadful and so inaccessible, contain P "The golden censer, 
the ark of the covenant overlaid round about with gold, 
wherein was the golden pot that had manna, and Aaron's 
rod that budded, and the tables of the covenant; and 
over it the cherubim of glory shadowing the mercy-seat." 
Heb. ix. 4, 5. The Holy One himself, who from time to 
time gave forth his oracles from this secret chamber, did 
not reside there as in the Christian Sanctuary, the gates 
of which are ever open to all believers. 
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Now if the goodness of God no longer places these 
awful barriers between himself and man, if he has broken 
down the wall of separation, and permitted every believer 
to draw nigh to the holiest of all, where now he has his 
dwelling, it is not that his holiness requires less purity and 
innocence in those who come before him ; his design has 
been only to render us more pure and more faithful, and 
to make us feel what the sanctity of a christian should be, 
since he is obliged to sustain every day the presence of 
the God whom he invokes and adores. 

This is why the apostle Peter calls all christians " a holy 
nation," because they all have a right to present them- 
selves before the altar of the Holy One; "a chosen 
generation," because they are all separated from the 
world, consecrated to Jehovah, and peculiarly set apart 
to his worship and service; and last of all, "a royal 
priesthood," because they share in some sense in the 
priesthood of his Son — the High Priest of the new cove- 
nant ; and because the privilege granted formerly to the 
High Priest alone, of entering into the Holiest of all, has 
become the common and every day privilege of every 
believer. Comp. Heb. x. 19, 25. 

1. Now we can be guilty of no greater profanation of 
the Sanctuary than to carry thither the heart-burnings, 
enmities, and jealousies which too often mar our good 
feeling towards our brethren. We should remember the 
words in which the Saviour has warned us against such 
sacrilege ; " Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, 
and there rememberest that thy brother hath aught 
against thee ; leave there thy gift before the altar, and go 
thy way ; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come 
and offer thy gift." Matt. v. 23, 24. The reasonableness 
of this command, and the harmony of its teaching with 
the spirit of Christianity, are evident. If we are conscious 
of having done any man a wrong, then that wrong is one 
of the sins which we come to the Sanctuary to confess, and 
of which we profess to repent ; but there is no since- 
rity in our repentance unless it lead us to make every 
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reparation in our power, and the acknowledgment of our 
offence, and the entreaty for forgiveness, is a reparation 
which we may always make, if the offended party is 
in any way accessible to us. If, on the other hand, we 
are conscious of innocence, then it is no Christian temper 
that will dispose us to say, " I hare done him no wrong, 
and if he is foolish enough to feel offended, I cannot help 
it ;" for to know that he labours under a misapprehension 
which explanation might remove, and, at the same time, 
not to hasten to remove it, is inconsistent with that spirit 
of universal good-will, in which we are commanded to 
make prayers and intercessions for all men. Again, if we 
sure the party offended, we are refused acceptance as wor- 
shippers, so long as we cherish a spirit of revenge, or are 
at all unwilling to forgive our brother's trespass, we are 
debarred by the state of our heart towards our brother from 
joining in the petitions for mercy, which are all offered 
on the condition, expressed or implied, that we are as 
ready to forgive, as we are anxious to be forgiven : " For- 
give us our debts, as we forgive our debtors." Therefore 
to be acceptable worshippers, it is first of all required of 
us that we be in charity with all men. 

2. Nor is it compatible with the reverence we owe to 
God's house, to suffer the intrusion of those thoughts which 
occupy us sufficiently in following our worldly calling. 
When we carry our business into the Sanctuary, we are 
guilty of the same kind of profanation, if not to the same 
degree, as that which our Lord charged upon the Jews, 
when driving out the sheep and oxen from the temple, 
and overturning the tables of the money-changers, he said, 
" It is written, my house shall be called the house of 
prayer, but ye have made it a den of thieves." Matt. xxi. 
13. It is impossible to forget for .any length of time any 
matter about which we feel more than ordinary solicitude, 
nor is there any irreverence in such a recollection of the 
cares of this life as is necessary in order to rolling this part 
of life's burden upon the Lord ; but there is a wide differ- 
ence between such a recollection of these matters of daily 
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•thought and anxiety, and allowing our minds bo to dwell 
upon them, ae that they divert our attention from the 
sacred employment in which we are engaged. 

The best way of preventing the intrusion of thoughts 
not proper to the time or place, is to fix our minds steadily 
upon those thoughts which are suggested by the varied 
service of prayer and praise in which we are taking part; 
-shutting our eyes to everything which can divert the gaze 
of the soul from the great objects of faith, we should aban- 
don ourselves for the time to the service ; yield the direction 
of our thoughts to its guidance, and give ourselves up to 
the tide of feeling that sways the congregation. Let there 
be as much self-forgetfulness as possible. Generally 
speaking, the house of God is not the place even for self- 
examination ; save when we are reminded of our un worthi- 
ness, to move us to a more heartfelt penitence ; or when 
oar weakness is called to mind to deepen our convictions 
of our need of divine strength, we ought to look away 
from ourselves. The more earnestly we gaze upon that 
cross which has procured the pardon of our sins, and fix our 
thoughts upon the character and dealings of our Heavenly 
father; the more resolutely we turn our thoughts from our 
sufferings, which are but for a moment, to the eternal weight 
of glory they work out for us ; and the more steadily we 
tsontemplate the varied provisions of divine grace to meet 
•our weakness and poverty, the greater benefit we shall derive 
from the services of God's house. We should go to the 
Sanctuary, not to remind ourselves of God's benefits, so 
anuch as to contemplate and adore the goodness whence 
they flow — not to analyse our feelings of hunger and thirst* 
but to be filled with the rich provisions which there invite 
our taste ; and the experience of life should have convinced 
«s sufficiently of our frailty and un worthiness, to allow of 
our giving all our thoughts to the strength and righteous- 
ness of our Redeemer, so long as we are waiting in His 
presence. The reason why the occasions of public worship 
so often fail to be times of refreshing to God's people, is 
that they are occupied so much more with themselves than 
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with Him. The attitude of soul we should strive after 
in the house of God, is well expressed in the 123rd Psalm : 
" Unto thee lift I up mine eyes, O thou, that dwellest in 
the Heavens. Behold, as the eyes of servants look unto 
the hand of their master, and as the eyes of a maiden unto 
the hand of her mistress, so our eyes wait upon the Lord 
our God, until that He have mercy upon us." 

3. It will be unnecessary to counsel the sincere wor- 
shipper to preserve a devout demeanour — his own feelings 
will secure that ; let him beware, however, of allowing 
the temptations of indolence to betray him into careless and 
irreverent attitudes. Let him also take care that no pre- 
judice against the officiating ministers lead him to forget 
the office he sustains, and go to dishonour the God in 
whose service he is employed. It will be his duty also 
to join heartily in the responses, and to sustain, if he can 
with his own voice, the song of praise. There is no singing 
so appropriate to public worship as that in which the whole 
congregation may join ; and the beauty of this part of the 
service of public praise, is never so strikingly seen, as 
when they do join, especially when it is with that 
intelligence and skill which are acquired by habitual 
practice elsewhere. 

V. — Lastly, in order to exemplify our reverence for the 
Sanctuary, it remains that we should strive by recollec- 
tion and application at home of the thoughts and 
impressions received there, to make them permanently 
our own, and of influence in moulding our dispositions 
and controlling our conduct. 

This is only saying that if we set any value upon the 
provisions of God's house, we shall make the best use we 
can of them. An important end is reached in the Sanc- 
tuary, if there our minds are for the time rightly disposed 
towards onr God and Father ; but the observance of publio 
worship should be a means to something beyond itself — 
a help towards making the thoughts and feelings which 
possess us in it permanent, so that our whole life may 
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become what it will be in heaven, an act of worship. For 
what is worship P It is the love and reverence of a child 
for its parent, the obedienoe of a servant to his master, 
the loyalty of a subject to his sovereign ; and God's claim 
to the worship of men rests on the fact, that he sustains 
ail these relations towards them. God is man's Father, 
in that he is the author of his being — the giver of all the 
comforts, and the disposer of all the helpful circum- 
stances by which his life is sustained; the fountain 
of all that wisdom and knowledge needed to satisfy 
the cravings of his mind, and the source of that love 
which alone can appease to the full, the longings, of his 
heart. God is man's Master, by reason of right, no less 
than of might : to God then are due, the labour of his 
hands, the fruit of his thoughts, and the incense of his 
feelings. God is man's Sovereign, the ruler of the great 
state in which he lives, with authority over him in his 
social relations, both to lay commands upon others for his 
welfare, and to lay obligations upon him for theirs. If 
'then God's claim to be worshipped, rests on the facts that 
he is the Father, the Master, and the Sovereign of man- 
kind, to whom their love, obedience, and loyalty are due — 
worship is nothing more than the expression of this love, 
obedience, and loyalty. Anything that expresses this, will 
be worship. Loving and reverential thoughts of Him are 
worship. The study of His will, and the endeavour to 
conform ourselves to it, are worship. Work done in His 
name, and for His glory, is worship ; and, therefore, every 
honest endeavour to improve our talents of intellect, wealth, 
or social position, that thereby we may better serve Him, is 
worship also. Efforts to instruct others, to turn them 
from evil, to help them in difficulty, and to comfort them 
in sorrow, if put forth from the feeling that they are with 
us the children of one Father, and the subjects of one 
Lord, deserve the name of worship. Now the ultimate 
end of the Sanctuary service, is to bring our whole life 
into harmony with the feelings it expresses, to unite all our 
works, thoughts, and emotions, into the music of one holy 
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psalm, according to the teaching of the Apostle, " Whether 
ye eat or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory 
of God." This is what life should be ; and stated acts of 
worship are next to meaningless, when they are not the 
formal expressions of states of mind habitually devout, 
and of conduct habitually godly ; but they are absolutely 
worthless, when they have not the effect of leading us to 
such practical godliness. 

A conscientious man will regard the services of the 
Sanctuary as a divine provision for the nourishment and 
training of his soul, for the right use of which he is held 
responsible. Let every man beware how he abuses suck 
excellent means of graoe. As is the case with every other 
provision of the divine mercy, so is it with these, when 
abused or neglected ; instead of being channels of blessing, 
they become instruments of punishment, and avenge the 
abuse with which they are treated. To trifle with the ordi> 
nances of God's house, by UBing no endeavour to preserve 
the impressions they have made upon the mind, or to apply 
them to our conduct, is to render ourselves for ever insen<- 
sible to their benefits. If a man afflicted with a dangerous 
malady, takes the medicine that would cure him, but 
persists in a course of diet, or sensual excitement, which 
counteracts all its good effects ; he not only allows his 
disease to get a stronger hold upon him, but he renders his 
frame insensible to the action of the only remedy that 
could do anything for his cure. There would seem then, 
to be no need for an express interposition of God, to 
punish those who render useless and ineffectual the means 
he has appointed for their recovery from sin and for their 
growth in holiness. To be insensible to every attraction of 
divine love, to be incapable of feeling a single holy motive, 
and so to be given over to the unrestrained power of evil, 
is the greatest punishment we can conceive of. We know 
not to whom the words of the apostle can apply, if not to 
those who tasting the provisions of God's house, turn them 
to shameful waste : " For it is impossible for those who 
were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly 
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gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, and 
have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the 
world to come, if they shall fall away, to renew them 
again unto repentance ; seeing they crucify to themselves 
the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame, 
for the earth which drinketh in the rain that cometh oft 
upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet for them by whom 
it is dressed : receiveth blessing from God, but that 
which beareth thorns and briars is rejected, and is nigh 
unto cursing, whose end is to be burned." Heb. vi. 
4, 8. Even secular knowledge does us little good, 
-unless it be applied to some practical use. Indeed, it 
remains ours only on this condition, for the memory 
soon loses what we find no occasion to use. The same 
holds good of religious truth ; it takes possession of us, 
becomes part of our being, in the shape of strong and 
familiar convictions, only as we think upon it, and apply 
it to the regulation of our conduct. 

If then we have been impressed in the Sanctuary by 
right views of truth, disposing us to sorrow for the past, 
and amendment for the future, it is our duty to endeavour 
to preserve those impressions. We ought to test the sin- 
cerity of our feelings, and the firmness of our resolutions, 
by seeing whether they will bear the wear and tear of our 
daily conflict with temptations and difficulty. Nothing 
but such application can redeem our engagements in the 
Sanctuary from degenerating into mere observances * of 
superstition ; which, though they may lull the conscience 
into slumber, can minister nothing to spiritual growth. 

Nor let us forget our dependence upon God's Holy 
Spirit to keep alive in our hearts the principles of divine 
truth, and to bring our thoughts, our temper, and our 
conduct under their control. Let us be alive to the fact, 
that there is not only needed the preparation of the soil, 
and the sowing of the seed, but the warm sunshine, and 
the refreshing shower, in order to any fruit being brought 
to perfectioD. 
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CHAPTEE V. 

TBXJLT8 OF BEVBBEKCE FOB THE SAKCTUABY AS A TEST 
OF BBLKH0T7S CHABACTBB. 

It is unnecessary to add to the numerous examples 
already given of reverence for the Sanctuary, to show 
that delight in public worship is characteristic of the 
godly man; a few observations, however, directing the 
attention of the reader to the valuable test which this 
subject furnishes for ascertaining the sincerity of his 
religious professions, will neither be useless, nor out of 
place. The value of this test is the greater, because it is 
one which can be used by all persons, whatever their 
situation and circumstances ; and because it requires no 
very elose self-observation, nor nice discrimination of 
motives, in order to apply it, and obtain a trustworthy 
result Let this remark, however, be qualified by another, 
which should never be forgotten when endeavouring to 
ascertain our sincerity in religion: "That the heart is 
deceitful above all things and desperately wicked." Jer. 
xvii. 9. In applying this test then, let not the glow of a 
momentary impulse of delight, begotten in us by the 
power with which divine things appeal to the imagination, 
be mistaken for love towards God, and faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ ; nor let constant attendance on the Sanc- 
tuary, or the interest we may take in its services, be 
thought sufficient evidence that we have been begotten 
again to a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead ; if our daily conduct leads us to suspect 
that this apparent delight springs from other motives than 
love to Him who is worshipped there. It is not whether 
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you ever find pleasure in attending the house of God, nor 
whether the ministrations of this or that preacher hold 
you interested and delighted, but whether that pleasure is 
habitual, and above all whether it is found in its worship ? 
If you can answer this question affirmatively, then it is a 
good sign, and for several reasons. It is a good sign, that 
you find pleasure in entertaining the thought of God's 
presence, and in bringing yourself consciously under his 
notice. The thought of God, to a mind unreconciled to 
him, is entertained with impatience and terror ; but if you 
can go to his house, and by your presence there appeal to 
his all* searching gaze, as to whether there is any wicked 
way in you, which, when brought to your knowledge you 
will not forsake — Psalm cxxxix. 23, 24 ; — if confidence 
in Him as a pitiful Father, and a wise and compassionate 
Saviour, enables you to bear the thought of His seeing 
you through and through, who is a disoerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart, then you have some 
reason to believe that the natural enmity of your carnal 
mind has received its death wound, and that yours is the 
spirit of an adoptive child. Your attendance at the Sanc- 
tuary is a good sign, when it is prompted by a conviction 
of your unworthiness, weakness, and dependence ; when 
you take delight in renewing your faith in the efficacy 
of that one offering which perfecteth for ever them that 
are sanctified, and in the sufficiency of that grace which 
promises to supply all your need. Further, it is a 
favourable indication of a right state of heart, when you 
are conscious that sympathy with your fellow-christians, 
a desire to encourage them, and to mingle your praises 
with theirs, is one of the motives which draw you to the 
house of God, " For we know," says the Apostle, " that we 
have passed from death unto life, because we love the 
brethren." 1 John iii. 14. Nor should we omit from this 
enumeration of the symptoms of a healthy spiritual state, 
which reverence for the Sanctuary may furnish, that com- 
passion for the souls of men, through which you delight 
to listen to those faithful exhibitions of gospel truth, which 
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are calculated to convince men of sin, and to win them to 
the obedience of faith. In short, if your conscience tes- 
tifies that your desire, in going to the house of God, is to 
adore the love that planned your redemption, to strengthen 
your devotion to Him who executed it; to ask par- 
don for your sins ; to seek the grace that will nerve your 
heart to perform the duties, and bear the trials of life ; 
and to quench the love of the world in the love of the 
Father ; if your delight in the Sanctuary is in proportion 
to the satisfaction of this desire, it is a safe criterion of the 
sincerity of your piety. 

A love for the house of God, that springs from such 
motives, may be regarded, in its various degrees of 
strength and weakness, as a scale by which to measure 
the degree of your advancement in the divine life. If 
you are not walking with God daily, and seeking to 
conform yourself to His will, then this love will soon 
wax cold and feeble ; while on the other hand if, by 
all the experience of life, you are drawn closer to him 
in simple, childlike dependence, it will ever be on the 
increase, and the slightest interruption to the enjoy- 
ment of this privilege, will be esteemed the severest 
of deprivations. It is certain that so long as you are 
liviug a life of faith upon the Son of God, your sincere 
delight in all that appertains to the Sanctuary, will 
increase Sabbath by Sabbath ; the praises you offer there 
will be more truly filled with the silent melodies of the 
heart; your prayers will grow more fervent, and your 
hopes more ardent, as their full accomplishment draws 
nigh; the truth will sanctify you more thoroughly, as 
your knowledge of it enlarges ; and your joy in each re- 
turning season, when they say " Let us go into the house 
of the Lord," will be the joy of those who feel that every 
service brings them nearer home, and makes them, through 
abounding grace, more meet for the inheritance of the 
saints in light. 
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CONCLUSION. 

Last wobds ! What interest, what importance, what 
influence for good often attaches to last words ; to the 
last words of a parent, in parting with his child ; to the 
last words of a friend, ere death consigns his tongue to 
silence ; to the last words of a letter, from one we love, 
and may we not add, to the last words of a book. If the 
attention of the reader has carried him thus far, may we 
not hope, that before the book is laid aside, and some 
other direction is given to his thoughts, he will spend a 
few moments in reflecting on the pages he has perused. 

If hitherto unaccustomed to attend the House of God, 
let him reflect how important a duty he has neglected — 
how precious the help and comfort he has lost ; and let 
him resolve, that on the first return of that day, when the 
gates of the Sanctuary are thrown open, he will be found 
among the earliest of its attendants, prepared by prayer 
to commence a practice which only sickness or death shall 
interrupt : but if not altogether a stranger to the House 
of God, though his attendance has been desultory, his 
demeanour careless, and his enjoyment little, let him 
thank God that he has still an opportunity for repentance ; 
and setting his affections on things above, let him deter- 
mine to go and wrestle with God, until, like Jacob of old, 
he obtain His blessing ; or if his experience endorses 
all that has been said of the privilege and delight of public 
worship, let him try to win some other souls to think as 
he thinks, and to feel as he feels; and if he hold the 
responsible situation of the head of a family, let him 
strive, both by example and teaching, to instil into the 
minds of his children and servants, a reverence for God's 
Sanctuary. 
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